
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 2021.08.13 

DATE: Friday August 13, 2021 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the southern extremity of the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence off Belle Cote Beach (near St. Rose), Margaree 
Island, Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, Canada.  
46.360°N, 61.261°W 
 
NAME: Taylor Boudreau-Deveaux  
DESCRIPTION: A 21-year-old female from Cape Breton 
 
BACKGROUND 

WEATHER: The sky was mostly sunny with 21% cloud cover. The air temperature was 80°F, 
dew point 72°F, humidity 77%, sea level pressure 29.98 inches (falling) and wind direction was 
South at 9 mph. 
MOON PHASE: Waning Crescent, 31% of the Moon was visble. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea surface temperature was 63°F/ 17°C and mean high tide 
occurred at 12h27 and mean low tide was at 18h57. 
ENVIRONMENT: Margaree Island (formerly Wolf Island) lies four km off the western side of 
Cape Breton Island and is a National Wildlife Area (NWA) whose main purpose is to conserve 
habitats for migratory birds and other wildlife, especially endangered species. In North Amercia 
the cliffs of the Island are used as nest sites by Great Cormorants, more than 70% of the 
species in North America breed on the cliffs of Margaree Island. The colony of  grey seals 
(Halichoerus grypus) along the shore of the island is the largest in the region. White sharks are 
common in the area and some seals have been found with large bite marks.  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: A half mile west of Margaree island 
TIME: 17h00 (5 p.m) 
 
NARRATIVE:  Nova Scotia RCMP said a group of people were out in a boat half a mile west of 
Margaree Island when they went swimming to cool off.  
 
INJURY: “Serious injuries” to legs and thigh 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: The patient was taken by boat to Margaree Harbour, where it was  
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met by first responders. The patient was transported to a local hospital, then she was 
airlifted to Halifax Hospital where her injuries were surgically repaired on Friday night.  
 
SPECIES: The people on scene saw a black fin. 
 
SOURCES: CTVnews, August 13, 2021 
https://atlantic.ctvnews.ca/apparent-shark-attack-off-west-coast-of-cape-breton-leaves-
woman-with-serious-injuries-1.5546763 
 

Global News, August 14, 2021 
https://globalnews.ca/news/8112243/cape-breton-shark-bite-margaree-island/ 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Johannes Marchand, GSAF 


