ACTIVITY: Scuba diving
CASE: GSAF 1989.10.14
DATE: Saturday October 14,
1989
LOCATION: The incident took
place in the Pacific Ocean at
Kahe Point, O'ahu, Hawaii, USA.
NAME: Ray Mehl, Jr.
DESCRIPTION: He was a 33year-old male from Montana. He
was novice diver and had nearly
a full tank of air.
BACKGROUND
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, October 14, 1989
SEA CONDITIONS: Underwater visibility was 25 to 30 feet.
ENVIRONMENT: The dive site is also known as Electric Beach for the power plant at the
shoreline. About 200 yards offshore there is an underground pipeline that the electric
company uses to cool down their systems. After cooling, the warmed salt water exits a large
pipe resulting in the creation of reef about 20 feet high. Unusual behavior by parrotfish was
exhibited just before the diver disappeared.
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 750 feet
DEPTH OF WATER: 27 feet
TIME: 16h30
NARRATIVE: Ray Mehl, Jr. and his buddy were diving near the cooling water discharge
pipe of the Kahe Point Power Plant when he disappeared 15 minutes into the shallow dive.
His dive buddy conducted a circle search but could not locate him.
His body, minus head and an arm was found by fire rescue divers 200 feet to the west the
following morning. Before the body could be recovered, a large shark appeared and
consumed most of remains. Small pieces of tissue and some of the diver’s equipment was
later recovered.
SPECIES: The incident involved a large tiger shark.
SOURCES: Washington Post, October 17, 1989
Spokane Chronicle, January 17, 1990
Jim Borg, pages 77-78
Leighton Taylor, pages 108-109
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