ACTIVITY: Walking
CASE: GSAF 1988.09.13.b
DATE: Tuesday September 13, 1988
LOCATION: The incident took place at Shell Island,
a 700-acre barrier island opposite Panama City
Beach, Bay County, Florida, USA. Panama City is
on the panhandle of northwest Florida on St.
Andrews Bay and the Gulf of Mexico.
NAME: Ann and Dennis Hadden
DESCRIPTION: Dennis is a 42-year-old male and
Ann is a 41-year-old female. They live in McDonough, Georgia.
BACKGROUND
MOON PHASE: New Moon, September 11, 1988
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was murky due to recent rains
and decomposing seaweed.
ENVIRONMENT: Shell Island an uninhabited island with great
stretches of white sand and windswept dunes. Several sharks
were sighted off area beaches that day.
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 30 feet
DEPTH OF WATER: Three and a half feet
TIME: 15h45
NARRATIVE: The Haddens were walking in the water when
they saw a dark shadow circling them. Then it swung around
toward Ann and grabbed her right forearm. Dennis lunged
forward and kicked the shark. “I must have hit it pretty good
because it let go of her,” he said. Dennis pushed his wife
towards shore and then turned to face the shark. “I got hold of
its head and evidently I let a hand get in its mouth because it
got chewed up some.”
INJURY: Dennis’ hand was injured and Ann’s forearm was
lacerated by the shark.
SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified. The shark was said to be
six feet in length.
NOTE: This incident took place 400 yards from where John
Martin (GSAF 1988.09.13.a) was killed by a shark 45 minutes
earlier.
Officials in Panama City closed St. Andrews State Park to swimming and surfing for a week.
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