ACTIVITY: Snorkeling / spearfishing
CASE: GSAF 1984.09.11
DATE: September 11, 1984
LOCATION: The incident took place
in the Pacific Ocean in Caleta
Melpomene Cove, Isla Guadalupe,
Mexico.
NAME: Harry Ingram
DESCRIPTION: He was a 37-yearold male. He was wearing a full black
neoprene wetsuit with hood and
boots, weight belt, face mask with
snorkel, dark green swim fins and
orange life vest, and he carried a
varnished wood speargun.
SUPPORT BOAT: The Sand Dollar.
BACKGROUND
WEATHER: The sky was clear.
SEA CONDITIONS: The temperature
was 21C (estimated) and underwater
visibility was about 12 metres. Water
visibility was decreasing with an
increase in currents.
ENVIRONMENT: Caleta Melpomene Cove is the southernmost anchorage off Isla de
Guadalupe. No pinnipeds were observed on shore or in the water. A bluefin tuna had been
shot but escaped when the line parted.
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 300 metres
DISTANCE FROM BOAT: 20 metres
DEPTH OF WATER: 12 metres increasing to near 30 metres over an adjacent drop-off.
TIME: 17h50—18h00
NARRATIVE: Ingram was with a group of 25 divers. Other spearfishermen had shot a large
bluefin tuna, Thunnus thynnus, which was consumed while still on the spear, presumably by
a white shark. Two divers, Ingram and his companion, were about 12 metres apart above a
drop-off, when Ingram observed a white shark below about three metres off the seafloor and
slightly behind him. Then the turned rapidly toward him and chareged. When the shark was
about three metres away, Ingram fired his speargun, striking the shark in the head. The
shark rolled slightly to its right and rammed him, thrusting him a metre above the surface
and about 2 metres forward and, momentarily, onto the back of the shark. Then the shark
swam away.
INJURY: Ingram sustained a bruise to the inner surface of his left bicep, possibly caused by
his speargun when it contacted the head of the charging shark.
SPECIES: The incident involved a white shark about 4.5 to 5.5 metres in length.
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