
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 1963.12.08 
DATE: Sunday December 8, 1963 
LOCATION: The incident took place off 
Aldinga Beach, South Australia.  
-35.3088 138.4477 
 
NAME: Rodney Fox 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 23-year-old 
male and the 1962 South Australian 
Spearfishing Champion. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, December 
8, 1963 
ENVIRONMENT: The incident took place 
during the South Australian State 
Spearfishing Championships.  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: One kilometre 
DEPTH OF WATER: The incident took 
place at the edge of a deep drop-off from seven 
to 18 metres. 
TIME: 12h45  
 
NARRATIVE: There was about an hour left of 
the competition when  Rodney Fox sensed a still 
in the water. “It was a silence. A perceptible 
hush . . . Then something huge hit me on the left 
side with enormous force and surged me 
through the water.” Fox knew instantly that he 
was in the mouth of a shark. “I felt sick, 
nauseous. My mask was knocked off, and 
everything was blurred, and there was a queer 
sensation as though all my insides were 
squeezed over to one side. I reached out behind 
and groped for the shark’s eyes. At that point it 
let go of me, and I pushed my arm down its 
throat by accident. 
 
“With the release of the pressure uncontrollable 
agony swept over me in waves. But at least I 
was free. As I kicked for the surface and air I felt 
the shark under my flippers all the way. As I 
gulped air I felt the scrape of his hide and 
wrapped myself around him so he couldn’t bite again. 
 
“The shark took me back to the bottom. We rolled around scraping rocks and weed and I let 
go, desperate again for air. 
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“On the surface there was red 
everywhere. My own blood. And through it 
the head of the shark appeared, conical 
snout, great rolling body like a rust-
coloured tree trunk. 
 
“Indescribable terror flowed through my 
body, but just before [the shark] reached 
me, it veered away and I felt the tug of the 
fish float on my belt. The shark had 
grabbed my fish float and suddenly I was 
jerked below again, and towed 10 or 12 
metres or more on my own line. It seemed 
ridiculous to die of drowning after all I’d 
been through. But my fumbling fingers 
couldn’t undo the belt to which the line 
was attached. Then the line parted —
perhaps on the shark’s teeth — and I 
floated to the surface.” 
 
Due to the previous incidents with sharks, 
the competition had boats picking up 
competitors’ catches in order to avoid 
attracting sharks. A boat was close to Fox 
(his total catch had already made him the winner) and heard him scream, “Shark!”. They 
dragged him into the boat.  
 
INJURY: Fox’s torso was bitten; his rib cage, stomach and lungs were exposed, and his 
lungs were punctured. His hand  and arm were also ripped to the bone.  
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: The divers on the boat did not remove Fox’s wetsuit. “We made 
that mistake with Brian Rodger in 1961,” said Bruce Farley who kept Fox bending forwards, 
huddled in the bow of the boat to keep his wounds closed. Once onshore, police alerted the 
hospital. Fox was put in a private car and as they headed for Adelaide 55 kilometres away, 
an ambulance was sent out to meet up with them. Fox was in surgery less than an hour 
after he was bitten by the shark. Some 462 stitches were required to repair his injuries. Fox 
was back in the water less than three months afterward. Today he is regarded as one of the 
world's foremost authorities on  behavior of the white shark. 
 
NOTE: Rodney Fox remains an active diver and shark conservationist. Despite his 
experience, he continued to dive and study the white shark, and has led over 200 major 
expeditions to film the species. Regarded as a world authority on the white shark, Fox 
gained a reputation as an expedition leader, film producer and consults and co-ordinates 
film crews. He has  been involved in 80 films and documentaries, and arranges and guides 
tourist adventure trips specializing in white sharks, whale sharks and other marine 
creatures.  Today, with his wife, Kay, he runs the Rodney Fox Shark Experience Museum in 
the Glenelg, South Australia. Fox lectures at his museum and has been a guest speaker at 
conferences and dive festivals in many countries including the USA, United Kingdom, Israel, 
Japan, Italy, New Zealand, Spain and Australia. His films and public appearances to 
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discuss the white shark have educated swimmers and divers on the potential dangers of 
shark attack. His message: “We must learn to live with sharks and not simply kill them out of 
fear.” In a 2003 radio interview he said, “I encourage people to dive. My whole life. My 
grandchildren, I say, ‘Don't let the sharks worry you. Get in there, into the ocean.’ It's a 
wonderful world in the sea and to swim and dive, if you haven't done it just because of 
sharks, that's your loss, because I've had a wonderful life in the ocean.” 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident involved a white shark. 
 
SOURCES:  Hugh Edwards, pages 65-66: David Baldridge, pages 18-19;  
http://www.abc.net.au/dimensions/dimensions_in_time/Transcripts/s775952.htm is the 
transcript of a radio interview with Fox. 
http://www.ozdive.com/rodneyfoxbio.htm, for a bio of Fox. 
http://www.scholastic.com.au/Profiles/ProfileDisplay.asp?ProfileId=326, for a profile of  Fox. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


