ACTIVITY: Swimming
CASE: GSAF 1916.07.06
DATE: Thursday July 6, 1916
LOCATION: The attack took place in the Atlantic Ocean at
Spring Lake (45 miles north of Beach Haven), Monmouth
County, New Jersey, USA.
NAME: Charles Bruder
DESCRIPTION: He was a 28-year-old Swiss immigrant, a
bellboy at the Essex and Sussex Hotel. He was wearing a
standard all-black tank-type suit.

Charles Bruder was buried in
Manasquan, New Jersey.

BACKGROUND
WEATHER: The heat was oppressive, but there was a light breeze off the ocean.
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, July 8, 1916
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was relatively warm for early summer and it was 2.5 hours
before mean low tide.
ENVIRONMENT: In 1916, Spring Lake was the most opulent of New Jersey’s seaside
resorts, an exclusive getaway for high society.
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 400 feet, well beyond the lifelines and his friends.
TIME: Shortly after 14h15
NARRATIVE: The sweltering heat and the polio epidemic in New York (deaths were
running at one per hour) drove thousands to the New Jersey beach resorts. The beach was
crowded when Charles Bruder went for a swim on his lunch break off the South End
pavilion.
Lifeguards Captain George White and Chris Anderson, heard a blood-curdling scream and
saw a “man struggling amidst a swirling circle of red water.” White and Anderson
immediately launched the lifeboat as the shark made multiple strikes on Bruder.
Approaching the man, they found his desperately attempting to keep afloat and heard him
shout, “A shark bit me, bit my legs off!” White extended an oar to Bruder and as the injured
man unsuccessfully tried to pull himself into the boat, White heaved him over the gunnel.
As White hoisted Bruder into the boat he saw that the man’s legs were torn off below the
knees. Bruder lost consciousness while lying on the bottom of the boat, and although
attended immediately on shore by Doctors A. Cornell and William Trout, house physicians
at the New Monmouth Hotel, he never regained consciousness and died minutes after
reaching shore due to blood loss and shock (irreversible circulatory hemorrhagic shock).
INJURY: Fatal. According to Dr. W. G. Schauffler who examined Bruder 15 minutes after
his death, much of the flesh of Bruder’s right leg was torn and the lower leg bones (tibia
and fibula) were severed halfway between the ankle and the knee. The left foot was also
missing, but was severed at a lower point than the right leg and the bones remaining
(below the knee) on the left leg were largely denuded of flesh. It was noted that the torn
flesh, muscles, fat, and bones were left with jagged ends. There was also a deep gash
down to the bone above the left knee and on the right side of the abdomen a 2.5-inch wide
piece of flesh was removed.
SPECIES: Not identified, but believed to be a white shark.
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Bruder’s body was taken to the hotel after he expired on the beach.

In 1916 the New Monmouth Hotel occupied the entire block on Ocean Avenue
between Atlantic and Essex Avenues.
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Letter from William W. Trout, M.D. to District Coast Guard reporting the extent of Bruder’s injuries. He
and Dr. Schauffler examined Bruder on the beach just after the attack. (Courtesy National Archives)

My Dear Sir: On Thursday July 6th 1916, between two and three o’clock in the afternoon, we
were called to the beach to attend a bather said to have been bitten by a shark. On arriving we
found a man Charles Bruder by name about 28 yrs. old in a surf boat on the beach. He was in a
state of collapse and died in a few moments. On examination we found that both legs were
missing; bitten or broken off about 4 inches above the ankles and a large cut above the left knee.
The flesh torn off the right leg from just below the knee to where the bone was broken or bitten
off, leaving the bones protruding without any flesh. A piece of flesh bitten out of right side below
the ribs, also show teeth marks. We are of the opinion that these injures were caused by a shark.
In our judgment we do not think there is any doubt.
Signed Wm. W. Trout, MD, Res. Phys.
V.a.H.Cornell MD. Trenton, NJ
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In 1916 New Jersey was in a panic after two men were suspected to have been killed by sharks
along their coast. This article warned of an “infestation of sharks”. Less than a week later, three more
people were bitten by a shark and two of them died of their injuries.

© Richard G. Fernicola, M.D., 2000. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or
reproduced in any form without written permission of the author.

