
ACTIVITY: Fishing  
CASE: GSAF ND-0133 
DATE: Prior to 1908 
LOCATION: Monterey, California. 
 
NAMES: Unknown 
DESCRIPTION: Some of the crew of a Japanese 
fishery for basking sharks. 
 
NARRATIVE: The shark had been caught but 
“came suddenly to life and killed several men, and 
so utterly ruined their boats that the fishery was 
abandoned”. 
 
SPECIES: Basking shark 
 
SOURCE: Charles Frederick Holder, (1908), Big 
Game at Sea, pages 158-159 
 
NOTE: Harpoon and net fisheries for basking 
sharks existed in the North Atlantic for centuries. 
Until the early 1900s the sharks were hunted for 
the oil in their livers. Between 1924 and 1937, a 
small fishery for basking sharks off 
Monterey Bay produced fishmeal and 
shark liver oil. It expanded from 1946 to 
early 1950s, but collapsed as the 
numbers of basking sharks diminished 
and market prices for shark liver oil 
dropped. As result of damage caused by 
basking sharks when they became 
entangled in fishing nets, in the 1950s 
the Canadian Fisheries Department 
initiated eradication programs of the 
species along the coast of British 
Columbia.  
 
By 2002, the future of these giant slow-
growing plankton-feeding sharks was so 
grim that the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species moved to 
provide international protection for the sharks by listing them on Appendix II. The remnants 
of the population of basking sharks off the California coast are being studied by the Pelagic 
Shark Research Foundation (PSRF), based in Santa Cruz, which also strives to secure 
legislation protecting these unique animals. (http://www.pelagic.org) 
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PSRF research intern Susan Arnold of UCSC tags 
the dorsal fin of a 25' long basking shark in 200' feet 
of water near UCSC Long Marine Lab in the fall of 
1991. PSRF has tagged a world record number of 

basking sharks since 1990.  
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