
ACTIVITY: Diving 
CASE: GSAF ND.0102 
DATE: Prior to 1963 
LOCATION: Bahrein 
 
NAME: Unknown 
DESCRIPTION: He was a pearl 
diver. 
 
NARRATIVE: “During the years I 
have spent in hunting great fish in 
many parts of the world, I have 
heard a number of shark stories but 
few quite so horrible as the one I 
was told in Shuqra. I believe it to be 
true because, first, the most 
fantastic things belong to reality 
rather than fiction and, secondly, 
my informant was. . . a respected 
official of the Aden Fisheries 
Department. . . Two brothers, who 
were devoted to each other, were 
working as pearl divers in a dhow 
off Bahrein. One of them had 
plunged into the pearl beds when a 
great stain of blood floated up to 
the surface followed a moment 
later by half the unfortunate man’s 
body. Realizing that his brother had 
been literally cut in two by a shark, the other man, mad with grief, seized the half corpse 
and proceeded to impale it on a shark hook. When the nahoda (boat captain) and other 
crew men tried to interfere, he threatened them with a knife. No sooner had the hook, so 
grimly baited, sunk beneath the surface than it was seized and away sped the dhow towed 
by the shark which, up to now, they had not seen. It was evidently a monster for it towed the 
dhow for most of the day before, finally coming to the surface, the men were able to kill it 
with harpoons. It was a very large tiger shark. As it was dragged on board, the bereaved 
brother sprang on it, slashed its throat with his dagger and greedily drank its blood. One can 
understand his feelings perfectly well.”….A.C. Doyle 
 
INJURY: Fatal 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident involved a tiger shark. 
 
SOURCE: Adrian Conan Doyle (1963) Lone Dhow: Hunting the Tiger Shark, pages 132-133 
The book describes the author’s (youngest son of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle) travels to French 
Somaliland (now Djibouti) and the Gulf of Aden to collect a tiger shark for a museum in 
Geneva. 
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