
ACTIVITY: Attempting to drive 
shark away. 
CASE: GSAF ND.0089 
DATE: Prior to 1987 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place at Hokai, Malekula Island, 
V a nu a t u  ( f o rm er l y ,  Ne w 
Hebrides). 
 
NAME: Unknown  
DESCRIPTION: He was a village 
chief. 
 
NARRATIVE: “Here's another 
shark attack story I was told by 
the victim on the south coast of 
Malekula. I was told the story in 
August '87, but it happened some 
time previous:” 
 
“...I see I have part of a page left, so I can’t resist adding a good shark story we heard at 
Hokai. I guess one day a big hammerhead shark came in close to the village, and people 
were frightened that it might eat a child playing in the water or something. Well, I would 
have just waited until it swam away after a while, but one of the chiefs hopped in his trusty 
outrigger canoe with a spear and went after it. When he stabbed it, it attacked the canoe, 
breaking the outrigger and throwing the man into the water, where it proceeded to take a 
chunk out of his butt. Rather than turning the other cheek, when it came in again, he 
grabbed it by the snout and managed to roll over it. After a couple rounds of this, the shark 
retreated with his spear. A draw, I guess. You have to be quick on your feet around here. 
 
“A few months later, I was circumnavigating Malekula, and just for fun asked at every village 
if sharks ever attacked there. At Hokai, I was assured that no, they weren't. I asked ‘What 
about the chief and hammerhead’ and was told, ‘Oh, yeah, that once.’" 
 
INJURY: The chief’s buttock was bitten. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Unknown 
 
NOTE: This is considered a provoked incident. The shark displayed aggression only after it 
had been speared. 
 
SOURCE: Stan Combs, scombs@aol.com, http://members.shaw.ca/scombs/vanuatu.html 
>“Vanuatu - a Canadian’s Perspective”  
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