
ACTIVITY: Standing 
CASE: GSAF ND.0026 
DATE: Ca. early 1930s 
LOCATION: Caribbean, probably British Honduras (now 
Belize) 
 
NAME: Unknown 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 16-year-old male. 
 
NARRATIVE: “When F. A. Mitchell-Hedges was in the 
Caribbean on a shark-fishing expedition, he lost his young 
native servant under tragic circumstances.  
 
“The boy — he was only 16 years old — was standing within a 
few feet of the steeply shelving shore in water up to his chest. 
‘Father! Father’ he screamed suddenly, reaching wildly to the 
group of men on the beach above him. His father, gripping out-
stretched hands, attempted to pull him out. 
 
“There came a swirl in the water, a widening stain of blood, 
and the upper half of the boy’s body sprang from the surface 
as the father hauled up frantically. And that’s all. The whole 
lower half had gone. The lad had been literally bitten in two 
 
“Mitchell-Hedges, assisted by the natives, threw out a line and 
within half an hour the baited hook was seized. A furious 
struggle ensured before a Tiger shark, 12 feet long, was 
dragged from the water. Cutting open the body, they 
discovered the lower part of the boy’s body whereupon the 
Tiger, chopped up into bits, was consumed by the whole tribe.”  
 
INJURY: Fatal 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: A tiger shark, 12 feet in length 
 
SOURCE: A.C. Doyle, The Lone Dhow, page 8. 
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 F.A. Mitchell-Hedges, 
Battles With Monsters of 

the Sea (NY: D. Appleton-
Century. Company, 

1937).  
 

The book covers a period in 
the early 30s when Mitchell-
Hedges sought and fought 
the truly “big ones” off the 

coast of what was then 
British Honduras. 



A. C. Doyle, The Lone Dhow, page 8 
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