
ACTIVITY: Surf skiing 
CASE: GSAF 2016.12.19 

DATE: Monday December 19, 2016 
LOCATION: The incident took place in 
the Indian Ocean off Keurbooms 
Lagoon, Plettenberg Bay, Western 
Cape Province, South Africa. 
 
NAME: Ben Swart 
DESCRIPTION: A 55-year-old male, an 
advocate from Pretoria.  
 
BACKGROUND 

WEATHER: The sky was mostly cloudy 
throughout the day, mean air temperature was 72ºF, dew point 64ºF, average humidity 72% 
with 0.02 in. of rain, and sea level pressure of 0.02 inches.  
MOON PHASE: Waning Gibbous, 67% of the Moon was illuminated. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The ocean was glassy. 
ENVIRONMENT: “Dolphins were playing around,” said Swart. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 400 metres, well behind the back-line of breakers. 
TIME: Just after 07h00 
 

NARRATIVE: Nick Bester and Ronald Pronk were paddling on either side of Ben Swart at 
Keurbooms Lagoon when a shark breached from below, taking a chunk out of Swart’s nearly 
seven-metre surfski. “All hell broke loose,” said Swart. “I was paddling and the next minute I 
heard this crushing noise and simultaneously I was airborne and I saw splinters flying.” 
Floating in the water‚ he decided not to excite the shark by swimming away. Thirty seconds 
later, Bester spotted the shark. “We were worried it would come back, so we tried to put Ben 
back on his surfski and pull him to shore,” said Bester, a former ironman triathlon champion. 
“But it wasn’t possible because we had to use one hand to balance his ski and the other to 
paddle.” 
 
After nearly 10 minutes, Bester left Pronk with Swart and went to shore on his own to alert 
the National Sea Rescue Institute (NSRI), before heading back out for another rescue 
attempt. While trying to tow the broken ski towards the beach they were hit by a “big wave” 
and Bester dislocated his thumb. 
 
The trio were then taken aboard sea rescue crafts, according to the NSRI, and while Bester 
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confirmed he had received medical treatment to his hand, all three paddlers were otherwise 
unhurt. 
 
INJURY: No injury. Swart’s ski was damaged (see images)  
 
SPECIES: Thought to have involved a white shark around four metres in length. “The shark 
didn’t attack me it attacked the surf ski; they say it was a case of mistaken identity,” said 
Swart. “The shark lost interest. It was a bloodless affair.” 
 
SOURCES: National Sea Rescue Institute, December 19, 2016 
https://www.nsri.org.za/2016/12/paddlers-in-a-shark-encounter/ 
 

The Citizen, Monday December 19, 2016 
http://citizen.co.za/news/news-national/1378959/shark-takes-bite-out-of-paddlers-surf-ski-in-
plett/ — and — http://citizen.co.za/sport/sport-other-sport/1379295/shaken-nick-bester-and-
friends-narrowly-escape-shark-attack/ 
 

SA People, December 19, 2016 
http://www.sapeople.com/2016/12/20/shark-takes-bite-paddle-ski-plett-south-africa/ 
 

Knysna-Plett Herald, December 19, 2016 
http://www.knysnaplettherald.com/news/News/General/178863/Holidaymakers-narrow-
escape-from-shark 
 

Times Live, December 20, 2016 
http://www.timeslive.co.za/local/2016/12/20/Would-you-get-back-in-the-water-after-a-shark-
attack-Sure%E2%80%9A-says-advocate-after-chilling-encounter-at-Plettenberg-Bay 
 

Eyewitness News, December 20, 2016 
http://ewn.co.za/2016/12/20/paddler-who-survived-deadly-encounter-say-shark-lost-interest 
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