
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2016.10.10 
DATE: Monday October 10, 2016 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Pacific Ocean at Indian 
Beach in Ecola State Park, Clatsop County, Oregon, USA. 
 
NAME: Joseph Tanner 
DESCRIPTION: A 29-year-old male from Portland. He 59, weighs 
150 lbs and was wearing a black neoprene wetsuit. He is a trauma 
nurse at Legacy Emanuel Medical Center. 
EQUIPMENT: A white 7'6" surfboard. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 15h55, KAST (Warrington, OR) recorded clear skies and 10-mile visibility. 
The air temperature was 60°F, dew point 48°F, humidity 64%, sea level pressure 30.03 
inches and wind direction was NW at 9.2 mph. At Ecola State Park the sky was clear and the 
air temperature as estimated at 70° to 75°F with a  moderate Northerly breeze that began to 
increase in intensity between 3:00 and 4:00 PM creating ‘bumpy’ sea conditions.  
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous, 66% of the Moon was illuminated. Full Moon, October 15, 
2016. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was clear. 
ENVIRONMENT: About 30 minutes South, at Oswald West State Park, a dead whale has 
been lingering in the shallows for several weeks. Pinnipeds had been observed in the area 
earlier in the day.  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 30 to 40 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: Two feet 
TIME: 16h00 (4 p.m.) 
 
NARRATIVE: Joseph Tanner returned to the water for an afternoon surf and was dangling 
his legs in the water, his arms resting on his board. He had only been in the water about 15 
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minutes with 29-year-old West Woodworth and a 42-year-old male, S.G. (name withheld by 
request). They were the only surfers in the water. Woodworth said that he saw Tanner flail 
in the water and then get back on his surfboard. He said Tanner then yelled for the others in 
the ocean to get out of the water.  
 

S.G. was about 10 feet from Tanner and observed the following; “I suddenly noticed Tanner 
slip off his board. The movement was unusual so I asked him if he was Ok. About that same 
time I saw, what appeared to be, a large dorsal fin and the back of a shark. The shark was 
grey and the back part that I could see was approximately 8 feet long.  I do not remember 
seeing the tail of the shark.  Tanner then yelled at me and Woodworth to get out of the 
water and all three of us started paddling towards the shore. It wasn’t until we were near the 
shore that I realized that Tanner had been bit.”   
 

Tanner’s brother, Noah Beck, said, “My brother told me he wasn't on his board, arms on 
board, and the shark came and grabbed him in the leg with its mouth and pulled him 
underwater. And he punched the shark in the gills, the shark let him go, he got on his board 
and began paddling to shore.” 
 

Tanner was able to paddle nearly all the way in, and with the other surfers' help made it 
onto the beach.  
 
INJURY: Deep wounds to upper thigh and lower leg.  
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Once on shore, Tanner began instructing those helping on the 
beach on how to treat his injuries, using his surfboard leash to make a tourniquet for his leg. 
When the ambulance arrived, Tanner was propped up on his surfboard with a makeshift 
tourniquet tied above the wound, then moved on his board to the parking lot where 
emergency personnel tended to his injuries. After being stabilized on scene he and was 
transported via air ambulance to Legacy Emanuel Medical Center. Tanner was admitted 
into the Intensive Care Unit Tuesday night after receiving emergency surgery. 
 
SOURCES: Rachel Rippetoe, UP Beacon, October 12, 2016  
http://www.upbeacon.com/article/2016/10/up-alum-fends-off-shark-attack-on-oregon-coast 
 

Dashel Pierson, Surfline, October 15, 2016 
http://www.surfline.com/surf-news/joseph-tanner-was-attacked-while-surfing-indian-beach-
and-was-the-only-nurse-at-the-scene-oregon-surfer-fights_142524/ 
 

Jim Ryan The Oregonian, October  26, 2016 
http://www.oregonlive.com/pacific-northwest-news/index.ssf/2016/10/
portland_nurse_recovering_afte.html 
 

Laura Geggel, Live Science, November 3, 2016  
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier 
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