
ACTIVITY: Fishing 
CASE: GSAF 2016.07.20 
DATE: Wednesday July 20, 2016 
LOCATION: Twenty kilometres off The Spit, Gold Coast, Queensland, 
Australia. 
 
NAME: Scott van Burck 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 31-year-old male, owner and skipper of Fish 
the Deep fishing charter. 
 
BACKGROUND 
ENVIRONMENT: The Spit is a five-kilometer-long, relatively 
undeveloped, sandy spit opposite Southport that separates Southport 
Broadwater from the Pacific Ocean. The boat was 18.5 miles north of 
Stradbroke Island off the Gold Coast. The boat took 90 minutes to 
return to shore. 
TIME: Before 13h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Scott van Burck reeled in the shark 
in front of eight customers when it turned and bit 
him on his calf on the deck. He brought the shark in 
the boat, pinned it in the corner and went to hit it on 
the head. “He flicked his head and it bit me on the 
leg. “He latched on and wasn’t letting go,” said van 
Burck. Deckhand Adrian Gray pinned the shark 
down with pliers and returned it to the water. Then 
van Burck then taped up the wound by himself. “[I] 
wrapped myself up with a bit of duct tape and a bit 
of padding and I said to the customers 'let's keep fishing' but they were more worried than I 
was,” said van Burck.  
 
INJURY: Calf bitten 
 
FIRST AID: Mr van Burck said he phoned his mother, Tiana van Burck, and she alerted 
paramedics. Paramedics met the charter boat at Muriel Henchman Drive in Main Beach at 
12.53pm, and treated Mr van Burck for lacerations to his calf. He was taken to Pindara 
Private Hospital, treated for puncture wounds to the calf, and released the next day.  
 
SPECIES: A reef shark, one metre in length. 
 
SOURCES: Nine News, July 20, 2016 
http://www.9news.com.au/national/2016/07/20/14/03/man-taken-to-hospital-with-leg-
injuries-after-suspected-gold-coast-shark-attack 
 

Courier Mail, July 20, 2016 
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/man-attacked-by-shark-off-gold-
coast/news-story/fd70bfa2f0218cef361ec5dfae493025 
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Scott van Burck 
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