
ACTIVITY: Fishing for sharks 
CASE: GSAF 2016.07.07.a 
DATE: Thursday July 7, 2016 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place in the Pacific Ocean off the 
Palo Verdes Peninsula, Los 
Angeles County, California, 
USA. 
 
BOAT: A 24-foot fishing boat 
named Shark Tagger 
OCCUPANT: Keith Poe. He 
holds a scientific permit from the 
Marine Conservation Science 
Institute. He has tagged 
thousands of mako sharks and was featured in the recent Discovery special, Shark Week. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Crescent, 13% of the Moon was illuminated. New Moon, July 4, 
2016.  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 10 miles beyond the Palos Verdes Peninsula. 
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A large white shark swims near the whale carcass 
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The humback whale carcass being towed out to sea 



NARRATIVE: The carcass of an 45-foot adult female humpback whale washed ashore at 
Dockweiler State Beach on June 30, 2016. The carcass was towed offshore at least three 
times, but it drifted back towards shore three times before Keith Poe found it. For three days 
he fished for white sharks feeding on the carcass that he hoped to tag and release. “The 
boat was full-on attacked [by white sharks] seven different times … usually at sunrise or 
sunset,” he said. 
 
INJURY: No injury. When Poe returned to port Saturday afternoon, after the sharks had 
abandoned the increasingly putrid whale carcass, he discovered bite marks covering much 
of the hull of his boat. On Sunday, Poe said, a friend inspecting the bow discovered part of a 
shark’s tooth “wedged in there tight, about a half-inch deep.” 
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