
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 2016.06.02.b 
DATE: Tuesday June 2, 2016 
LOCATION: Kingscliff, New South Wales, Australia. 
 
NAMES: Waade Madigan and Dr Seyong Kim  
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waning Crescent, 13% of the Moon 
was illuminated. New Moon, June 5, 2016. 
ENVIRONMENT:  Humpback whales were migrating 
along the coast drawing sharks close to shore. This 
week the NSW Department of Primary Industries tagged and released four white sharks off 
Evans Head and there has been a spate of sightings in the area. On June 3, 2016, at Ballina 
white sharks up to three metres in length were spotted by board riders and authorities closed 
the beaches. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: One kilometre 
TIME: 16h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Waade Madigan and Dr Seyong Kim had speared four large mackerel saw up 
to eight whalers and two bull sharks at the reef where the pair had speared the fish. “We 
were trying to get in before it got dark and on the way in two big bronzies started circling us,” 
Madigan said.  

“It was fun at first but if you were there with us you would have seen our attitude 
change when we realised they weren’t going away. Then a smaller, third shark came 
out of nowhere and hit us first, then all three hit our fins, guns, everything. When we 
got into shallower water it just got hectic — their pectoral fins dropped and they just 
started to attack. I was literally crawling up the beach on my back to keep an eye on 
them, that’s how shallow they were coming.”  

He said the sharks were never more than 3m away during the next hour. The men finally 
reached the beach at 17h30. 
 
Asked why he didn’t attempt to shoot the sharks, Matigan replied: “I could never shoot a 
shark. Seeing them in the water they’re so majestic — I can’t include it into words. I was 
numb — it lets you know you’re alive, I guess. I just hope the sharks don’t turn up like they 
did last year — there were so many.” 
 
INJURY: The sharks hit the spearfishermen’s fins and guns, but neither man was injured. 
 
SPECIES: Bronze whaler sharks 
 
SOURCE: Gold Coast Bulletin, June 4, 2016 
http://www.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/lifestyle/beaches-and-fishing/pack-of-hungry-sharks-
chases-spearfishermen-at-kingscliff-with-fears-of-attacks/news-story/
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Waade Madigan  


