
ACTIVITY: Wading 
CASE: GSAF 2016.02.12 
DATE: Friday February 12, 2016 
LOCATION: Bávaro beach, Punta 
Cana,  La Al tagracia Province, 
Dominican Republic.  
18°42'25.59"N, 68°27'15.50"W 
 
NAME: Patricia Howe 
DESCRIPTION: She is approximately 
5'5" tall, weighs about 150 lbs. She was 
wearing a green and blue swimsuit, a 
short lime-green thigh-length sarong and bangles on her wrist. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: Scattered clouds throughout the day and wind direction varied from East to East-
Northeast. At 15h00, Punta Cana recorded a partly cloudy with 6.2-mile visibility. The air 
temperature was 82.4°F, heat index 85.4°F, dew point 68°F, humidity 62%, sea level pressure 
30.04 inches and wind direction was East at 13.8 mph. At 11h00 the barometric pressure was 
30.15 inches but had fallen to 30.01 inches by 17h00.  
SEA CONDITIONS: Underwater visibility was nil due to sand turbulence. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Crescent, 21% of the Moon was illuminated. First Quarter, February 
15, 2016.  
ENVIRONMENT: Bávaro has 10 kilometers of beach and an extensive reef system offshore. 
There were no visible rocks, floating wood or debris in the immediate vicinity of the incident. 
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DISTANCE FROM SHORE: Close to the beach 
DEPTH OF WATER: Waist-deep 
TIME: 15h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Sandra Harris and Patricia Howe were staying at Club Hotel Riu Bambu and 
were directly opposite the hotel’s pool, but shoreward of white buoys that may have been 
marking the safe swimming zone. Several other people were in the water. When the two 
women saw a large wave approaching, they turned their backs to it. As the wave struck, 
both women were knocked down in the water, and Patricia’s leg was bitten.  
 
INJURY: Avulsion injury to medial aspect of lower leg. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Sandra Harris said: “I pulled the flap over and held her leg 
together until we got help.” A Canadian man who had been in the water carried the patient 
ashore and placed her on seaside lounge. A towel was tied around the injury and she was 
carried to a clinic on the lounge. From the clinic she was transferred by ambulance to 
Hospiten Bávaro, the hospital in Bávaro. Dr. Fernandez, who performed surgery 
immediately thought the injury was a shark bite, although he said he had never treated a 
shark bite. He thought severity of the injury might have been due to a thinning of the skin  
due the steroids the patient was taking and later mentioned other marine species that may 
injure swimmers, such as stingrays and scorpion fish. She remained hospitalized 12 days in 
the Dominican Republic, then was flown to the UK and admitted to Broomfield Hospital in 
Essex. 
 
SPECIES: Not identified. 
 
SOURCE: Sandra Harris 
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Weather at Punta Cana on February 12, 2016 
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