
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2015.11.07 
DATE: Saturday November 7, 2015 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Atlantic 
Ocean at Paradise Beach located at 113 Paradise Blvd 
in Melbourne Beach, Brevard County, Florida, USA. 
28°07'19.12"N, 80°34'28.75"W 
 
NAME: Ryla Underwood  
DESCRIPTION: A nine-year-old female. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 10h53, KLMB (the airport closest to 
Melbourne) recorded visibility of 10 miles and mostly 
cloudy skies. The air temperature was 84°F, heat index 
90.2°, dew point 73°F, humidity 69%, sea level 
pressure 30.09 inches (falling) and wind direction was 
ESE at 13.8 mph. 
MOON PHASE: Waning Crescent, 14% of the Moon was illuminated. New Moon, 
November 11, 2015. 
TIME: The incident was reported by fire rescue on Twitter around 11h00. 
 
NARRATIVE: Ryla Underwood was practicing for a surf contest to be held at the beach. "I 
had just caught a wave and fallen off. I was just waiting there, catching my breath for a 
minute, Then something just pulled me under and just squeezed me and bit me," she said. 
Ryla says she began screaming for help.  Her surf coach and a surf team dad reached her 
and paddled her to shore, where lifeguards took over. 
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INJURY: The patient sustained a bite to the left foot and leg. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Brevard County Ocean Rescue personnel treated the patient, 
then she was taken to a Holmes Medical Center where 25 stitches were used to repair the 
injury. 
 
SPECIES: The girl was bitten by something, but  Fire Rescue Chief Mark Schollmeyer said 
one saw the animal, and it's unclear if the creature was a shark. There weren't any shark 
sighting in the area.  

SOURCES:  Fox35Orlando, November 7, 2015  
http://www.fox35orlando.com/home/45803186-story 
 

Florida Today, November 7, 2015 
http://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/local/2015/11/07/fire-rescue-responding-possible-
shark-bite-melbourne/75362920/ 
 

Orlando Sentinel, November 7, 2015 
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/breaking-news/os-girl-hospitalized-bit-surfing-
20151107-story.html 
 

News13, November 12, 2015 
http://www.mynews13.com/content/news/cfnews13/news/article.html/content/news/articles/
cfn/2015/11/11/girl_recovering_from.html 
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