
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 2015.10.30 
DATE: Friday October 30, 2015 
LOCATION: Off Bald Island, Western 
Australia. Bald Island lies east of 
Cheynes Beach and about 60km east 
of Albany. Albany is a port town, about 
418 kilometres south of Perth.  
 
NAME: Norman Galli 
DESCRIPTION: A 50-year-old male 
from Attadale, an experienced diver 
who has been spearfishing for 42 
years. 
 
BACKGROUND 
ENVIRONMENT: On October 30, 
2015, Surf Life Saving WA tweeted 
that a member of the public had seen 
a shark off Bald Island about 
12h00.The southeastern side of Bald 
Island is considered a shark hotspot; 
Fisheries WA believes big numbers of 
large white sharks move through that 
stretch of water east of Albany. Last 
April near Mistaken Island, on the 
opposite side of Albany’s King George 
Sound, Fisheries officers captured a 
5.04-metre female white shark and 
successfully tagged it for monitoring, 
the largest shark ever to be fitted with 
an internal tag.  
 
NARRATIVE: Norman Galli was 
spearfishing off a boat with two mates. 
“I was swimming right up next to the island when all of a sudden, without seeing anything I 
got [hit] on the right side with a great force,” he said. He managed to swim to the shallows 
and alert his friends on the boat. “Without a doubt the spear gun saved my life, it was in my 
right hand, and that saved my life,” he said. “Spearfisherman, we always say, the shark 
that's going to bite you is probably the one you don't see, and I can honestly say I did not 
see this shark at all.” 
 
INJURY: Minor 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: No ambulance was called. Mr Galli was driven to Albany 
Hospital where his injury was repaired with seven stitches and he was discharged just 
before 16h00 the same day. 
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Norman Galli shows in his wetsuit made by the shark’s teeth 
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SPECIES: According to Galli, the incident involved a white shark. The Department of 
Fisheries is investigating, but has not established the species of shark involved in the 
incident. 
 
SOURCES: Perth Now, October 30, 2015 
http://www.perthnow.com.au/news/western-australia/man-bitten-by-shark-at-bald-head-
near-albany/news-story/eb102f9372211d7bae4808ee3537d505 
 

The Australian, October 30, 2015 
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/nation/shark-attack-near-bald-island-man-
spearfishing-thought-bump-was-boat/story-e6frg6nf-1227588758253 
 

The West Australian, October 30, 2015 
https://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/wa/a/29954024/wa-man-attacked-by-shark/ 
 

WA Today, October 30, 2015 
http://www.watoday.com.au/wa-news/man-discharged-from-hospital-after-shark-attack-
near-albany-20151030-gknee6.html 
 

ABC, October 30, 2015 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-10-30/albany-shark-attack-man-bitten-near-cheynes-
beach/6900934 
 

Daily Mail, October 30, 2015 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3296365/Fisherman-bitten-stomach-Albany-
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Tears in Galli’s wetsuit made by the teeth of the shark. 


