
ACTIVITY: Body boarding 
CASE: GSAF 2015.10.28 
DATE: Wednesday October 28, 2015 
LOCATION: The attack took place in the Pacific 
Ocean at Makaha on the west shore of Oahu, 
Hawaii, USA. 
 
NAME: Raymond Senensi  
DESCRIPTION: A 10-year-old male 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: Makaha recorded clear skies and 10 
mile visibility. Air temperatures ranged from 69 to 
91°F, dew point 66°F, humidity 68%, sea level pressure 29.91 inches 
and at 14h00 there was an ESE breeze. 
MOON PHASE: Waning Gibbous, 96% visible  
SEA CONDITIONS: At 14h00, waves were three to four feet, and water 
was turbid. At Waianae, Pokai Bay, mean low tide occurred at 11h46, 
mean high tide at 16h54. 
ENVIRONMENT: Ocean Safety reported that a large shark was feeding 
on pig carcasses outside of Kea'au Beach Park an hour before the 
incident at Makaha.  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 60-70 yards, about 50 yards outside the 
lineup.  
DEPTH OF WATER: 20 feet, estimated. 
TIME: 14h50  
 
NARRATIVE: There were about 25 surfers in the water when Raymond Senensi was bitten by 
a shark. He was waiting for a wave when the shark leapt out of the water and clamped down on 
his right thigh. “I kicked him with this leg and then I kicked him in the nose. And then, I didn't 
panic, the board pulled me back up.”  
 

Mike Ward, another bodyboarder, heard the boy yelling for help and rushed to him. “I said 
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‘paddle towards me and I'll paddle towards you,’ and asked, ‘What's wrong?’ And he said, 
‘A shark is following me.’”  
 

Captain Kelly Krohne, an off-duty lifeguard was also surfing Makaha and witnessed the 
incident: “I saw the boy bumped out of the water, and he started screaming, ‘Uncle! Uncle! I 
got hit! I got hit!’ I paddled over, grabbed the kid; I looked at his leg. He had some significant 
bites to his leg. Started paddling him in. I gave the distress signal to the lifeguards that 
something was up.”  
 

Ward and Krohne were able to reach the boy about 60 yards offshore in the breaking 
waves. “Just happened to be a set wave came; caught the wave and rode it all the way to 
the beach,” said Krohne. “Lucky he just slid right on the beach.”  
 
INJURY: Deep lacerations and puncture wounds to right thigh, calf and ankle. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Ocean Safety was right there. “They grabbed him, administered 
first aid. It was outstanding for what they do – ambulance, everybody showed up on time. It 
was a bad scene that could've been a lot worse, but thank God everybody did what they 
were trained to do,” said Krohne. The boy was taken to the Queen's Medical Center in 
serious condition where his injuries were sutured. Less than 24 hours after the attack, he 
was able to grab crutches, stand and walk about 10 feet  to the surprise of hospital staff. 
Senensi doesn't have any permanent damage to his leg. Doctors say he'll be able to return 
to school on Monday. 
 
SPECIES: One possible explanation for the recent spike is the natural life cycle of sharks 
said Dr. Carl Meyer, of the Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology at the University of Hawaii. 
Nearly a third of shark bites in Hawaii occur during October and November, the ‘pupping 
season’ for tiger sharks. “It is possible that pregnant and post-partum female tiger sharks 
are feeding more frequently than other individuals, as these hungry females try to replenish 
their diminished energy reserves,” Meyer said. This is the third shark attack reported on 
Oahu this month, and the seventh in Hawaii this year.  
 

The boy described the shark as grey and white in color and about six feet in length. 
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