
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2015.09.29 
DATE: Tuesday September 29, 2015 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Atlantic Ocean at Vilano 
Beach, St. Johns County, Florida, USA.  
29°56′5.5″N, 81°18′10.75″W  
 
NAME: David Morrison Jr.  
DESCRIPTION: A 22-year-old male from Gainesville, Florida. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 16h23, KSGJ (the airport nearest St. Augustine), recorded a mostly cloudy 
sky and 10-mile visibility. The air temperature was 82.4°F, heat index 89.5°F, dew point 
75.2°F, humidity 79%, sea level pressure 29.78 inches and wind direction was SE at 
12.7 mph. 
MOON PHASE: Waning Gibbous, 96% of the Moon was illuminated. Full Moon, September 
27, 2015. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was “really murky” according to Morrison. 
ENVIRONMENT: Vilano Beach is 4.3 miles from St. Augustine, and 25 miles from 
Jacksonville Beach. The Vilano Beach pier was part of a bridge across the Intracoastal 
Waterway. After the Francis and Mary Usina Bridge was built, the remaining section of the 
old bridge became the fishing pier. Surf fishing is allowed at the beach. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 20 to 50 yards 
TIME: 16h20 
 
NARRATIVE: David Morrison Jr. said he was lying on his board, his foot dangling off the 
back of his board, when he was bitten by a shark. “I was just paddling around, trying to find 
a good spot to surf and I felt a handful of knives just stab into my foot,” said Morrison. I was 
pretty terrified.... I didn't know where the shark had went. I didn't know how big it was. I 
didn't know how much I really needed to be afraid,” he said.  
 
INJURY: A three inch laceration to the left heel and puncture wounds to the dorsum of the 
foot. 
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FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Morrison paddled to shore and was 
taken by a friend to Flagler Hospital. The hospital staff repaired the 
three deep gashes across Morrison's heel with 30 stitches and he 
was also treated for the row of bite marks across the top of his foot. 
 
SPECIES: Morrison said he was told the incident involved a 5- to 6-
foot blacktip shark. 
 
SOURCES: News4Jax.com, September 30, 2015 
http://www.news4jax.com/news/gainesville-student-bit-by-shark-at-
vilano-beach/35582988 
 

WOKV, September 30, 2015 
http://www.wokv.com/news/news/local/man-gets-30-stitches-after-
shark-bite-vilano-beach/nnrpf/ 
 

First Coast News, September 30, 2015 
http://www.firstcoastnews.com/story/news/local/2015/09/30/vilano-beach-shark-
bite/73117018/ 
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