
ACTIVITY: Kayak fishing 
CASE: GSAF 2015.09.24 
DATE: Thursday September 24, 2015 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Pacific Ocean at Horseshoe Rock, Summerland, 
Santa Barbara County, California, USA. 
 
NAME: Darren Kenney  
DESCRIPTION: A male from Carpinteria. He is 6' 
tall, weighs 215 lbs and was wearing a Camo 
bathing suit. 
KAYAK: A sky-blue 14-foot kayak 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 10h53, KSBA (the airport nearest 
Summerland) recorded a clear sky and 8-mile 
visibility. The air temperature was 77°F, dew 
point 66°F, humidity 69%, sea level pressure 
29.89 inches and wind direction was SSE at 6.9 
mph.  
It was a hot day offshore, Kenney estimated air 
temperature was 85°F. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous, 84% of the 
Moon was illuminated. Full Moon, September 27, 
2015. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was calm, the 
estimated sea surface temperature was 75°F, 
and underwater visibility was greater than 40 feet. 
ENVIRONMENT: Large schools of Spanish 
mackerel (Scombridae) and many sea birds were 
present in the area. No marine mammals were 
seen in the area. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 0.75 miles 
DEPTH OF WATER: 60 feet, measured. 
TIME: Between 10h45 and 11h15 
 
NARRATIVE: Darren Kenney planned to fish for 
yellowtail. He had just reached Horseshoe Rock 
located at Horseshoe Reef. He was sitting, tying 
his fishing line and did not have any bait or fish in 
the water.  
 

“It had taken me about 30 minutes to paddle from some offshore kelp to the area of the 
reef. Without warning my kayak was struck below,  on the right side about 3/4 of its length 
from the bow. I was jettisoned from the kayak into the water.  
 

“I had a floatation vest on but the problem is when I got back to the kayak, it started 
sinking and I got this tiny piece of plastic that I'm hanging on to for dear life.  
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DARREN KENNEY 
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Darren Kenney shows the bite marks on 
his kayak 

Ralph Collier measures bite marks on the kayak 

Kenney’s oar and backpack with his cell phone 
inside were floating nearby and he was able to 
retrieve them. He called his wife, asking her to call 
for help. He was floating in the water, deciding what 
to do next, when he spotted a fishing boat and 
flagged it down with his paddle. Kenney was pulled 
to safety and both he and his kayak were taken 
aboard the boat. 
 
INJURY: Kenney sustained a cut on his ear and a 
dislocated thumb from the encounter. “I remember 
seeing this tail flying out of the water at me. I didn't 
know if the tail got me or the kayak got me,” Kenney 
said. 
 
SPECIES: “I saw the white shark, from its gills to 
the tail, a length of about 14 feet,” said Kenney. “Its 
girth was massive.”  
 
The bite in the bottom of the kayak is about 16 
inches in diameter. The lower tooth impressions on 
the kayak have a greater interspace distance than 
those of a 19.5 ft white shark I measured in 1986 at 
Sea World, and greater than several 19+ ft white 
sharks in Gordon Hubbell's collection. 
 
SOURCE: News Channel 3, September 25, 2015 
http://www.keyt.com/news/great-white-shark-bites-fishermans-kayak-off-summerland-
coast/35494364 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier, GSAF 
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