
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2015.09.08 
DATE: Tuesday September 8, 2015 
LOCATION: North Shelly Beach, New South Wales, Australia. 
 
NAME: Justin Daniels 
DESCRIPTION: A 42-year-old male from Berkeley Vale. He was 
wearing a full-length black wetsuit. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a sunny morning with north to northwesterly 
winds, shifting south to southeasterly during the afternoon. 
MOON PHASE: 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea surface temperature was 19°C. The 
seas were 1- to 2-metres with a 1-metre southerly swell. Mean high 
tide at Gosford (9.24km away) occurred at 07h40. 
ENVIRONMENT: A large seal and schools of bait fish had recently 
been in the same area. “We've had a rather large seal out in the surf 
with us for the last month or so, so there's obviously a lot of bait fish 
around and the seal was there this morning at the same place where 
the shark attacked Justin,” said fellow surfer and off-duty Westpac rescue helicopter pilot 
Graeme Anderson. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE:  Three metres 
TIME: 06h15 
 
NARRATIVE: A group of eight were surfing and Justin Daniels was just paddling out when 
the shark swam underneath his board. “The shark came through, gave him a brush across 
the hand, grabbed onto the front of his board and shook him around a bit like Mick 
Fanning,” Mr Anderson said.  
 
Daniels was thrown into the water by the collision. “I think what has happened is my hand 
was on the side of the board when it hit me and that is where I got a tooth mark. I saw [the 
shark] was submerged, it was under me thrashing and I was just shaking and [trying] to 
break free,” he said. Daniels swam back to the board “and paddled like hell in.” 
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Justin Daniels 



INJURY: Minor laceration (or puncture wounds) to his left hand. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT:  Daniels was treated at the scene by Anderson. Another surfer, 
Shaun Hilton, took a photo of Daniels after the incident. “The damage to his hand is 
relatively minor in consideration to what could of happened, but he'll get some stitches and 
get his board fixed and he'll be back in the water.” Daniels drove himself to a hospital for 
treatment.  Surf Life Saving NSW closed Shelly Beach after the incident. 
 
SPECIES: Not identified. According to Daniels, the shark was about six feet in length. 
 
COMMENT: This was a collision between a shark and a surfboard; it was not an ‘attack’. 
 
SOURCES: ABC News, September 8, 2015 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-09-08/man-injured-in-nsw-central-coast-shark-
attack/6757008 
 

Nine News, September 8, 2015 
http://www.9news.com.au/national/2015/09/08/07/59/reports-shark-attack-on-nsw-central-
coast 
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