
CASE: GSAF 2015.05.15 
DATE: Friday May 15, 2015 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Atlantic Ocean at Sullivan’s Island, Charleston 
County, South Carolina, USA. 
 
NAME: Unknown 
DESCRIPTION: A 30-year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 14h15, KJZI airport recorded scattered clouds and 10 mile visibility. The air 
temperature was 77F, dew point 62.6F, humidity 61%, sea level pressure 30.31 inches 
(falling), and wind direction was East at 10.4 mph with gusts to 19.6 mph. 
MOON PHASE: Waning Crescent, 8% of the Moon was illuminated. New Moon, May 18, 
2015.  
ENVIRONMENT: Sullivan’s Island is located at the mouth of Charleston harbor. 
DEPTH OF WATER: Waist-deep 
TIME: EMS responded at 14h15 
 
NARRATIVE: According to witnesses, the shark grabbed the man’s foot and appeared to 
drag him a short distance. They said the man was able to jab the shark in the eyes, the 
shark released him and swam away, and the man exited the water.  
 
INJURY: Large laceration to right foot. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Sullivan’s Island Fire Department arrived on scene, bandaged 
the man’s foot, then transported him via beach buggy to the waiting ambulance. The patient 
was transported by EMA to a Mt. Pleasant hospital where his injury was sutured. 
 
SPECIES: A swimmer saw the shark’s tail during the incident and estimated it to be about 
six feet in length. The shark’s behavior suggests the incident involved a sandtiger shark. 
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COMMENT: Last year, a study concluded that Sullivan’s Island, along with nearby Folly 
Beach, are the riskiest places in the continental United States in relation to shark bites. The 
study, conducted by researchers Raid Amin, Erich Ritter, and Ashleigh Wetzel, determined 
that beachgoers find themselves 35 times more likely to be bitten by a shark in those two 
areas than anywhere else along the Carolina coastline. The study examined not only the 
geographic distance between shark attacks, but also correlated results with the number of 
individuals estimated to utilize those sites year-round. Although the area reports a high 
number of shark related incidents, it is important to note that South Carolina hasn’t reported 
a fatal shark attack since the 1850s. Though many species of sharks, including white 
sharks, regularly swim off the Carolina coast and at times approach closely to the beaches, 
the sharks rarely display any interest in humans. Bites from sharks can usually be tied to 
conditions such as murky water or fishing activity in the immediate vicinity. Despite the 
higher risk of shark encounters in the region, serious injuries from sharks are exceedingly 
rare in South Carolina. 
 
SOURCES: News 2, Friday May 15, 2015 
http://www.counton2.com/story/29077449/crews-respond-to-reported-shark-bite-off-
sullivans-island 
 

ABC News, May 15, 2015 
http://www.abcnews4.com/story/29077813/mans-foot-bitten-by-shark-on-sullivans-island 
 

The Island Eye News, May 15, 2015 
http://islandeyenews.com/?p=16648 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Clay Creswell, Global Shark Accident File 
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