
ACTIVITY: Diving 
CASE: GSAF 2015.05.02 
DATE: Saturday May 2, 2015 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Indian Ocean off Sugarloaf Rock Port St. 
Johns, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa. 
 
NAME: Mathieu Dasnois 
DESCRIPTION: A 29-year-old male, from 
Mthatha. He is a tour guide from PSJ 
backpackers, an avid spearfisherman and 
the son of former Cape Times editor Alide 
Dasnois. 
BOAT: Offshore 1, skippered by Rob 
Nettleton. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, May 4, 2015 
SEA CONDITIONS: Underwater visibility was “perfect”. 
DISTANCE FROM BOAT: 20 metres 
DEPTH OF WATER: Four metres 
TIME: 13h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Mathieu Dasnois was with a sightseeing tour when he entered the water to 
test a new scuba mask. He had been in the water less than two minutes when the shark 
was spotted heading in his direction. The shark came up from below and grabbed his foot. "I 
didn't see the first attack, it gripped my leg, took it in its mouth and swam. I poked it in the 
eye with my left thumb. The shark let go and came back again. I'm pretty sure it attacked 
me three times." Nettleton’s boating skills helped keep the shark at bay as he manoeuvred 
the craft between the shark and Dasnois‚ who was bitten and bleeding in the water. Also 
onboard was crew member Debbie Smith‚ who is also a volunteer with NSRI Port St Johns” 
Dasnois was pulled on board and taken to shore, where an ambulance was waiting.  
 
NJURY: "My leg was badly mangled, that's where it took me and dragged me along," said 
Mr Dasnois. "I've got some injuries on my left arm and deep gashes in both my 
hands” (defensive injuries sustained as he tried to fend off the shark). 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Rob Nettleton‚ although off-duty at the time‚ has been an 
National Sea Rescue Institute volunteer at Port St Johns for four and a half years‚ and 
carries a comprehensive medical kit onboard his boat. Dasnois repeatedly thanked the 
NSRI members. “I wouldn’t be alive if it wasn’t for Debbie (Smith) and Rob (Nettleton)‚” said 
Dasnois. Rob admits that their years of experience and training with NSRI kicked in 
automatically‚ but that everyone onboard his boat that day played a major role in the 
successful outcome of the incident.” He was transported by ambulance to St. Mary’ private 
hospital in Mthatha. 

 
SPECIES: The incident involved a white shark, 3.5 metres in length. 
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Mathieu Dassnois 
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SOURCES: Loyiso Mphalantsane and Mike Loewe, DispatchLive, May 4, 2015, 
http://www.dispatchlive.co.za/news/port-st-johns-shark-attack-survivor-praises-nsri/ 
Stephanie Findlay, Cape Town, The Telegraph, May 4, 2015, 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/africaandindianocean/southafrica/11581447/C
ape-Town-man-survived-great-white-shark-attack-by-poking-it-in-the-eye.html 
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