
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2015.04.25 
DATE: Saturday April 25, 2014 
LOCATION: The attack took place at Right Point in 
Fishery Bay in the Port Lincoln National Park, South 
Australia, 40 kilometers (25 miles) south of Port Lincoln 
and 245 kilometers (150 miles) west of Adelaide, 
Australia. 
 
NAME: Chris Blowes  
DESCRIPTION: A 26-year-old male 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a dark, overcast and rainy overcast morning. At Seaford Bay two miles 
from Fishery Bay the air temperature at 14h00 was 16.9°C [62.42°F], and wind direction 
was South at 18 knots. At 10h00, Port Douglas  
MOON PHASE: Waxing Crescent, 41% of the Moon was illuminated. First Quarter, April 26, 
2015. 
SEA CONDITIONS: At Sleaford Bay, the sea surface temperature was 64°F, at 12h00 the 
surf was 10' and there was a South-Southwest swell. Mean high tide occurred at 15h34. 
ENVIRONMENT: Fishery Bay is 3.5 miles from Liguanea Island, the state’s second known 
home base for white sharks. It is a major stopping off point in the middle of a migration 
pathway and a big aggregation area for the sharks. Wildcatch Fisheries SA chairman Jonas 
Woolford said the number of shark sightings in the area had increased in previous months. 

Fishery Bay 
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Chris Blowes 



“Just recently we’ve had a real increase in the number of sightings and they’re more 
inquisitive and more aggressive.” Referring to an incident at the Neptune Islands in 
February in which a white shark was attacked and killed by a group of killer whales, he felt it 
may have made the sharks more aggressive. "Since the killer whales (attacked a great 
white), they have been laying low. That's a fairly long time to go without a feed. With the 
whales hanging around they’re now hungry. Mr Woolford said it's a tough balancing act with 
the protected species and keeping marine users safe. “How can we ensure the safety of 
marine users from a species we are trying to protect — it’s tough.”  

DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 350 metres. 
DISTANCE FROM ROCKS: Four metres  
TIME: 09h45  
 
NARRATIVE: Chris Blowes was among a group of about a dozen surfers when he was 
attacked by the shark. A fellow surfer, Glenn Lugg, had just exited the water and was about 
50 metres (164 feet) from Blowes when he saw a “massive” great white shark. “The shark 
came in and bit his leg off. I was just watching the shark go out to the ocean with his board 
still attached. Obviously the shark still had his leg (attached by his leash to the surfboard) 
and he was still swimming around with it.  
 
“I didn’t see it coming, obviously, and no one did and it just hit me really hard and I sort of 
knew straight away then (that I’d been attacked),” said Blowes. “It grabbed me the first time 
from the waist down and luckily I was sort of paddling on my board and the underside of my 
board protected me.” 
 
“They (my friends) were pretty much at me when it pulled me down the second time and 
they were right there amongst it,”’ he said. “It wasn’t until I woke up in hospital (that I 
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Right Point, Fishery Bay 
File photo: Sunday Mail  



realised it had taken my leg off).” 
 
INJURY: Leg severed mid-thigh 
 
FIRST AID: Lugg said he was ordered to call for an ambulance, while other surfers brought 
the injured man in to shore, carried him up the cliff on a surfboard and into a car. They 
drove along toward Port Lincoln with the unconscious surfer. An ambulance met them 
enroute and transported the patient to a Port Lincoln hospital. Then the patient, in critical 
condition, was airlifted by helicopter to Royal Adelaide Hospital. 
 
SPECIES: The attack involved a white shark, six metres in length. 
 
SOURCES: 9 News, April 25, 2015 
http://www.9news.com/au/national/2015/or/25/10/48/shark-attack-near-port-lincoln  
 

The (Adelaide) Advertiser, November 23, 2015 
http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/surfer-speaks-for-first-time-since-
losing-leg-in-shark-attack-on-eyre-peninsula/story-fni6uo1m-1227620189750 
 

The Advertiser, December 18, 2015 
http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/shark-attack-site-was-next-to-home-
base-for-great-whites-study-finds/news-story/415905952df473dba84c45fe43a2db1b 
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