
ACTIVITY: Kayak fishing 
CASE: GSAF 2015.03.26 
DATE: Thursday March 26, 2015 
LOCATION: Yellow Sands Point, 
Eastern Province, South Africa. 
32°54.16"S, 28°04.25"E 
 
NAME: Kelly Janse van Rensburg 
DESCRIPTION: A 36-year-old male 
from East London. 
KAYAK: A new 4m “Mozam”  
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Crescent, 41% of the Moon was illuminated. First Quarter, March 
27, 2015. 
WEATHER: Clear sky, no wind 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 800 metres 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was ‘crystal clear’. 
 
NARRATIVE: The shark “torpedo-charged from 300m and vanished,” said Van Rensburg. 
“It went down‚ my heart rate went up.” Moments later‚ it struck from below and “mouthed” 
the craft‚ leaving a 3mm-deep tattoo of toothmarks in the plastic. “It pulled me around about 
90 degrees and let go. Then it did a figure-of-eight before coming right next to me. I banged 
it on the head with my paddle. It reacted as if it was getting its back scratched. I was so 
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freaked out. It probably knew I was a newbie‚” he said. “It harassed me for about an hour‚ 
swimming in circles‚ and then buggered off. My nerves were wrecked.” Van Rensburg finally 
managed to paddle slowly back to shore‚ and was shocked to see another shark fin 
approaching him from 150m away. “I could still see the first one!” He paddled hard for the 
beach and hit the sand while shouting a warning to two youths who were frolicking in the 
surf. 
 
INJURY: No injury 
 
SPECIES: According to the fisherman, the incident involved a white shark four metres in 
length. 
 
SOURCE: Times Live, April 1, 2015 
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