
ACTIVITY: Snorkeling 
CASE: GSAF 2015.03.21 
DATE: Saturday March 21, 2015 
LOCATION: The attack took place on the western shore of the Red Sea just outside Coraya 
Bay, (Marsa Umm Garifat) Al-Qusayr, Marsa Alam, Red Sea Governate, Egypt.  
25°36'09.95"N, 34°36'17.53"E 
 
NAME: Unknown (one source referred to him as “Art Man Dltr”)  
DESCRIPTION: He was a 52-year-old German citizen. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was clear, the air temperature was 72°F,  humidity 37%, and the wind 
was  NW at 17 mph 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Crescent, 2% of the Moon was illuminated.  Full Moon, March 20, 
2015. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea surface temperature was 22°C [72°F]. Mean high tide 
occurred at 07h22, mean low tide at 13h38. 
ENVIRONMENT: Marsa Alam is one of the southernmost sea resorts in Egypt. The bay is 
very shallow  and only 10m across at its narrowest waist (about 40 metres wide where the 
attack occurred.) The bay leads out into a slowly dropping reef to about 40 metres within 30 
metres of the mouth of the bay. The bay is covered by lifeguards and nowhere is more than 
30 seconds by fast RIB.  
DISTANCE FROM REEF: 15 metres 
DEPTH OF WATER: 10 metres 
TIME: 16h00 
 
NARRATIVE: The man was alone in the water, swimming at the mouth of the narrow bay, 
when he was bitten by the shark. The shark attacked the man close to the Coraya beach 
resort house Reef which is called Marsa Umm Gerifat. The shark was not seen prior to the 
attack, but when the driver of the Zodiac saw the shark attack he drove directly to the 
injured man. The shark pulled the man beneath the surface and dragged him for about 100 
feet, after which he resurfaced. The shark attacked the man repeatedly, hampering rescue 
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efforts by the crew of Coraya Divers. Even after the rescue, when the man had been taken 
aboard the Zodiac, the shark rose again high on the edge of the boat and remained in the 
area for some time afterwards.   
 
INJURY: Fatal. His right leg was severed at the knee. He died while in the water and his 
body was later moved to a local hospital. Police were conducting an investigation.  
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: The snorkeler was immediately taken to the beach where first 
aid was carried out by the team of Coraya Divers and the hotel doctor. In a relatively short 
time the ambulance arrived. Despite all efforts, the man could not be resuscitated. Death 
was due to the massive loss of blood. 
 
SPECIES: Said to involve a mako shark. Mako sharks, while rare in the Red Sea, definitely 
occur there from time to time, as one did in December 2010. There are other cases in which 
a mako shark behaved in a ‘frenzied’ manner, bit the person repeatedly, and did significant 
damage. 
 
SOURCES: Dr. Erich Ritter, Global Shark Accident File 
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Cairo Post, March 22, 2015 
http://www.thecairopost.com/news/142757/news/german-tourist-killed-in-shark-attack-in-
marsa-alam 
 

Ava Nader, Daily News Egypt, March 22, 2015 
http://www.dailynewsegypt.com/2015/03/22/shark-kills-german-tourist-in-red-sea/ 
 

http://www.youm7.com/story/2015/3/22/ -محميات-علم-بمرسى-قرش-سمكة-هاجمته-ألمانى-سائح-مصرع-بعد
2114059/-البحر  
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