
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2015.02.08 
DATE: Sunday February 8, 2015 
LOCATION: The incident took place at Seven Mile 
Beach, Byron Bay, New South Wales, about 500 miles 
north of Sydney. 
 
NAME: Jabez Reitman  
DESCRIPTION: 35-year-old male, a chef at Ginger Pig 
Bar and Restaurant, and a father of one. He was 
wearing a black short-sleeve wetsuit. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: Between 06h30 and 07h00, Lismore Airport 
recorded mostly cloudy to overcast skies. The air temperature 
was 62.6°F, dew point 62.6°F, humidity 100%, sea level 
pressure 30.12 inches and wind direction was North at 8.1 mph 
to 6.9 mph. 
MOON PHASE: Waning Gibbous, 86% of the Moon was 
illuminated. Full Moon, February 4, 2015. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea surface temperature was 80°F. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 60 metres 
TIME: 06h45 (Dawn) 
 
NARRATIVE: Jabez Reitman was surfing with a friend. 
“We paddled out the back to about 50m from shore, where we 
were greeted by the biggest pod of dolphins I had ever seen, swimming in all directions, 
jumping and splashing about - not realising we were in the middle of a bait ball feeding 
frenzy.  We both sat up on our boards, and I reassured my friend: ‘Don't freak out, they are 
just dolphins, there's no sharks.’ At that moment I saw a set approaching, went to lay down 
on my board when there was this massive splash to the right of me. In a split second I 
turned to see the commotion only to be hit in the face. My reaction was to turn my face 
away. Then I felt the weight, what I thought was a dolphin landing on top of me, pushing me 
below the surface. Then he began to feel the sting of the injury, I was a bit freaked out, but I 
tried to be cool, calm and collected. I climbed on my board and started to paddled only to 
realise my surfboard was upside down - I had to get back in the water and flip it over. That 
was the most frightening at the time. Then I paddled to shore as fast as I could yelling at my 
friend, "F***ing paddle! Shark!" I kept looking over my shoulder at the blood trail, with my 
friend paddling in it, just expecting a "wack" by the shark, but we both made it to shore.” 

 
 
INJURY: The patient was struck on his right flank. There was a gouge (avulsion injury) to 
his back below the shoulder and puncture wounds to the hip and buttock.  
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: “We walked 200m back to our towels, where I wrapped mine 
around me to help stem the bleeding, then back to the car we walked, only to alert another 
surfer who had just entered the water of the situation. We got to the car and I handed my 
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friend the keys only to hear: ‘I don't have a license.’ So I drove us both to 
the Byron Bay hospital - about 8km away.” 
 
After treatment at Byron Bay Hospital, Reitman was transferred to Gold 
Coast University Hospital for surgery. The injury was repaired with 69 
stitches. 
 
SPECIES: Two to three metre (7- to 10-foot) shark. 
 
SOURCES: The Daily Telegraph, The Courier-Mail, New York Daily 
News; The Inquistr, The Sydney Morning Herald, February 8, 2015, et al  
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