
ACTIVITY: Fishing 
CASE: GSAF 2015.01.19.b 
DATE: Monday January 19, 2015 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Gulf of 
Mexico off the coast of Panama City, Florida, 
USA. 
 
BOAT: A 2006 22-foot Sea Hunt Bay boat with a 
250 horsepower Yamaha 4-stroke engine. The 
fishing vessel has two live wells (front and back), 
multiple pole storage, trolling capabilities, and a 
trolling motor to get in shallow water. 
OCCUPANTS: Captain Scott Fitzgerald of 
Madfish Charters, his girlfriend and a customer. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 14h58, Panama City Tyndall AFB 
recorded clear skies and 10-mile visibility. The air 
temperature was 64°F, dew point 34.7°F, humidity 
34%, sea level pressure 30.12 inches (steady), 
and wind direction was SW at 5.8 mph.  Offshore, 
it was a clear, sunny day. 
SEA CONDITIONS: It was a flat calm, and the 
water was clear with 20- to 30-foot underwater 
visibility. 
MOON PHASE: Waning Crescent, 1% of the 
Moon was illuminated. New Moon, January 20, 
2015. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 8.5 miles. 
DEPTH OF WATER: 96 feet 
TIME: 14h30 

Captain Scott Fitzgerald 
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NARRATIVE: The anglers had caught several amberjack, then they hauled in two bonito. 
Moments later the shark grabbed the trolling motor. “He had the entire trolling motor in his 
mouth, and was moving it side to side, and it was shaking the boat,” said Captain Scott 
Fitzgerald. He pulled the motor away from the shark and the boat drifted off. About 20 
minutes later (using GPS) he returned to the same spot. The shark circled the boat 
enabling him to video it with his cell phone, but each time he put the trolling motor in the 
water, the shark went for it. After the shark struck the motor and boat three times, Fitzgerald 
decided it was time to vacate the area. “I’ve been chartering for nine years, and I’ve never 
seen a shark try to attack my boat. It was very exciting for all of us. It really got our hearts 
beating hard.”  Fitzgerald says while the bleeding fish may have drawn the shark to the 
vicinity of the boat, it was clearly attracted to the electrical field of the trolling motor. 
 
INJURY: No injury to boat occupants. 

DAMAGE: The shark damaged the trolling motor, breaking the coupler that controls 
steering. 
 
SPECIES: The shark was 10 to 12 feet in length. The Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) confirmed 
that the incident involved a white shark. 
 
SOURCES: Patrick Brickman, My Panhandle, January 20, 
2015, http://www.mypanhandle.com/story/d/story/great-white-
shark-attacks-local-fishermans-boat-
in/26051/RWNDcQvX0UmpuD0-mABk2A 
 

Facebook: Madfish Charters  
 

Pensacola News Journal, 
http://www.pnj.com/story/news/2015/01/21/great-white-shark-
attacks-boat-in-gulf/22134893/ 
 
 

Telephone interview with Captain Fitzgerald. 
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