
Lacy Webb Martin 

ACTIVITY: Swimming / snorkeling 
CASE: GSAF 2015.01.06 
DATE: Tuesday January 6, 2015 
LOCATION: The attack took place off Tahiti 
Beach, Elbow Cay, Abaco Islands, Out      
Islands,  Bahamas. 
 
NAME: Lacy Webb Martin  
DESCRIPTION: She is a 34-year-old 
female from Dallas, Texas. She is 5'5", 
weighs 140 lbs, and did not have her 
menstrual period nor did she have any injuries prior to the attack. 
She was wearing a bikini (pink/red top, black bottom) and a mask 
and snorkel. 
SUPPORT BOAT: A 44-foot catamaran 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 16h00, the sky was clear and the air was warm at 
Tahiti Beach. (Nassau, 100 miles to the north of Elbow Cay, is the 
only station in the Bahamas with historical records online. At 16h00, 
Nassau recorded scattered clouds and nine mile visibility. The air 
temperature was 77°F, dew point 76°F, humidity 94%, sea level 
pressure 30.20 inches and wind direction was ESE at 6.9 mph.) 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, January 5, 2015. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was clear but chilly. 
ENVIRONMENT: There were other boats in the area, and there was 
an unverified report that a sport fishing boat had been cleaning its 
catch earlier in the day. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: Approximately the length of a football 
field: 120 yards 
DISTANCE FROM BOAT: 10 to 20 feet 
DEPTH OF WATER: Eight feet 
TIME: 16h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Lacy Webb Martin and her husband, Britt Martin, had been snorkeling earlier 
in the day and returned to her parent’s boat which was anchored at Tahiti Beach. Then the 
couple went back in the water. They were in the water for about 15 minutes. Lacy was 
following a stingray when the shark bit her flank and shook her twice. Britt was about five feet 
from the boat and Lacy was on the other side when she told him she had just been bitten by 
a shark. "She was so calm that I thought she was kidding," said Britt. "So I swam over there 
as she pulled herself up the swim ladder. She was missing half her back." The woman lost 
consciousness as she was being pulled back on the boat. 
 
INJURY: The injury extended on her right side from her arm pit to her pelvis. A considerable 
mass of tissue had been removed, but no vital organs were damaged. 
 
FIRST AID: On the boat, the patient was wrapped with towels to stem blood loss. "Luckily, 
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there was a doctor on one of the other boats from 
New York and she came over and they radioed the 
medics," Britt said. Lacy was transported via Fire 
Rescue speed boat to Marsh Harbor 12.2 kilometers 
from Elbow Cay, arriving there 30 to 45 minutes after 
she was bitten. In Marsh Harbor, the wound was 
cleaned and morphine and saline solution were 
administered. Then she flown via Trinity Air 
Ambulance International to Fort Lauderdale, and after 
clearing customs, she was transported to Memorial Regional Hospital in Hollywood, Florida, 
arriving there around 21h30 or 22h00. From 01h00 to 04h00 (January 7, 2015), she 
underwent initial surgical repair of the injury. It is expected she will remain in the hospital for 
several weeks, said Dr. Andrew Rosenthal. 
 
SPECIES: It was initially reported that a tiger shark was involved in the attack, but a tooth 
fragment recovered from the wound excluded that species. The fragment (just the tip of the 
tooth) is a close match to a tooth from the upper jaw of a bull shark, and the serrations also 
match those of a tooth from an oceanic whitetip shark, 
 
SOURCES: Telephone interview with Britt Martin on January 9, 2015 
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Image of a bull shark tooth superimposed over the 
tooth fragment. Bull sharks are not as common as 

oceanic white sharks in the eastern Bahamas. While 
the serrations are not a perfect match, and the initial 

bite of a bull shark is usually on extremity, the 
nearshore habitat in which the attack took place 

makes the bull shark a possible candidate.  

Image of an oceanic whitetip shark tooth 
superimposed over the tooth fragment. The 

serrations match. Although the initial bite of this 
species is often on the human’s back or flank, 
the sharks are more common near drop offs of 

the out islands of the Bahamas. 


