
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 2014.12.15 
DATE: Monday December 15, 2014 
LOCATION: The attack took place at  
Rudder Reef, Queensland, Australia. 
16°11′59″S, 145°43′00″E  
 
NAME: Daniel Smith 
DESCRIPTION: He was an 18-year-
old male, a former Mossman State 
High School student. 
BOAT: A tinny 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 11h30, Cairns recorded partly cloudy skies and 6.2 mile visibility. The air 
temperature was 87.8°F, heat index 97.6°F, dew point 75.2°F, humidity 66%, sea level 
pressure 29.83 inches and wind direction was ENE at 12.7 mph. 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, December 15, 2014. 
ENVIRONMENT: Rudder Reef is popular with spearfishers and anglers. It is considered a 
hot spot for giant trevally, Caranx ignobilis, as well as coral trout, largemouth nannygai and 
emperors. There are a number of bommies on Rudder Reef and other locations visited by 
larger pelagic species such as Spanish Mackerel, Scomberomorus commerson.  

 

Daniel Smith 
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Emergency services and family and friends of the Far North teenager at the Sugar Wharf  
in Port Douglas. Source: Supplied 

TIME: 11h30. 
 
NARRATIVE: Daniel Smith was spearfishing with two friends when he was bitten by a 
shark. He was bleeding heavily as he dragged into the boat. His friends called for 
emergency services at 11h32 but a helicopter wasn't available to fly to the scene because it 
was already en route to Townsville with a patient.  A nearby tourist dive boat heard the  
distress call and took the injured teen aboard. CPR was administered on the dive boat, 
which was carrying a defibrillator. CPR was still being administered when the boat arrived 
back at the Sugar Wharf in Port Douglas around 13h30, two hours after the attack. 
Queensland Ambulance Service spokesman Greg Thiedecke said the teen’s injuries were 
so severe he was unlikely to have survived even if a chopper had been able to reach him 
quickly.  
 
INJURY: Fatal. The teen sustained massive injuries to his right upper arm, upper right leg 
and right groin. It appears that his femoral artery was severed, and he suffered cardiac 
arrest as result of exsanguination. It is probable that the teen died within 10 minutes of the 
attack.  
 
SPECIES: According to the Great Barrier Marine Park Authority, there are 134 shark 
species that call the GBR home, including bull sharks and tiger sharks. It was eventually 
concluded the attack involved a tiger shark. 
 
SOURCES: Jamie McKinnell, Herald Sun,  
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/breaking-news/shark-kills-teen-off-port-douglas/story-
fni0xqi4-1227156859692?nk=4754c251fc26443ba6c2c9cfee10f314, et al  
 
NOTE: As of December 16, 2014 there were 195 media reports concerning this tragedy on 
the internet. 
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