
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2014.11.29 
DATE: Saturday November 29, 2014 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Indian Ocean at 
Pyramids Beach, Port Bouvard, Western Australia. 
 
NAME: Cameron Pearman 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 13-year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 07h51, Manurah recorded an air temperature 
of 67F, sea level pressure 29.92 inches, and wind direction 
was SSE at 3 mph. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Crescent, 48% of the Moon was 
illuminated;  First Quarter, November 29, 2014. 
SEA CONDITIONS: Sea Surface temperature was 20°C, 
waves were one foot in height and there was a WSW swell. 
Mean low tide occurred at 10h37. 
ENVIRONMENT: At 07h45, SLSWA tweeted that a medium-
size shark had been sighted in the water at Port Bouvard 
Bridge, south of Mandurah at 07h45. 
TIME: Reports vary from 06h00 to 08h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Cameron Pearman was surfing with his cousin, 
Sam (who is a trained lifesaver), when he was bitten. "I saw 
the shark half a second before it bit my leg. It was fully grey all 
over. I didn't really fell anything at the time. It was a bit crazy for a moment but it started to 
hurt after the adrenalin wore off," he said. He made his way back to the beach. The beach 
has been closed and it's likely to remain closed for 24 hours. 
 
INJURY: Minor lacerations and puncture wounds at lateral right knee and lower leg. 
 

Cameron Pearman 
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FIRST AID  / TREATMENT: The boy’s injury was treated on the beach by his cousin and 
an off-duty surf lifesaver. Then he bicycled home, put betadine on the injuries, had 
breakfast, and then his father drove him to Peel Health Campus emergency department. 
No stitches were needed, but precautionary X-rays were taken to make sure no teeth had 
broken off in his leg. 
 
SPECIES: Not identified 
 
SOURCES: The Age, November 29, 2014,  
http://www.theage.com.au/wa-news/boy-bitten-by-shark-at-port-bouvard-20141129-
11wmzz.html 
 

News.com.au, November 29, 2014,  
http://www.news.com.au/national/western-australia/port-bouvard-beach-near-mandurah-
closed-due-to-reported-shark-attack/story-fnii5thn-1227139109273 
 

ABC News, November 29, 2014, http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-11-29/shark-attack-at-
port-bouvard-beach-south-of-mandurah-wa/5927832 
 

Sydney Morning Herald, November 29, 2014, http://www.smh.com.au/wa-news/boy-
bitten-by-shark-at-port-bouvard-20141129-11wmzz.html 
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Boy bitten by shark at Port Bouvard 
 

Cameron Pearman, 13, has walked away with only superficial injuries after he was bitten by a 
shark at Port Bouvard, south of Mandurah, on Saturday morning. 
 
Neil Poh from Surf Life Saving WA said the boy was surfing off the groyne at Pyramids Beach 
when he was bitten. "The teenager's dad told me the bite marks looked like they were made by a 
good-sized shark leaving injuries from his knee to his ankle," he said. The injuries were not 
serious and the 13-year-old made his way back to the beach where he was treated by an off-duty 
surf lifesaver. 
 
The beach has been closed and it's likely to remain closed for 
24 hours. 
 
Shortly before the attack, SLSWA tweeted that a shark had 
been sighted in the water at Port Bouvard Bridge, south of 
Mandurah. 
 
SOURCE: The Age, November 29, 2014, 
http://www.theage.com.au/wa-news/boy-bitten-by-shark-at-
port-bouvard-20141129-11wmzz.html 

 

Port Bouvard Beach near Mandurah closed due to 
reported shark attack  

 
UPDATE: A 13-YEAR-OLD boy who was bitten by a shark 
while surfing near Mandurah, 85km south of Perth, this 
morning rode his bicycle home from the beach after getting 
first aid.  
The Mandurah Catholic College student’s friends told 
PerthNow he brushed off the incident and bicycled home 
before being taken to Peel Health Campus emergency 
department by his father. 
The young surfer was bitten on the leg about 8am this 
morning while surfing at Port Bouvard Beach at Dawesville. 
 
Surf Life Saving WA said the boy received a “small puncture 
wound” above the knee. 
A photo taken by his one of his friends shows puncture 
wounds above his knee and on his lower leg. A spokesman 
for Surf Life Saving WA said the boy was swimming near the Port Bouvard Surf Club when he 
was bitten. He received emergency first aid from an off-duty surf life saver. Surf Life Saving WA 
said on Twitter that Port Bouvard Beach, also known as Pyramids Beach, was “closed due to a 
shark bite incident.” Earlier Surf Life Saving WA tweeted that a medium-sized shark of an 
unknown species had been spotted near he bridge about 7.45am. 
Luke Toyne, 14, and Beau Wyllie, 14, were called in from surfing the one-metre waves about 8am 
when local rangers closed the beach.  
 
SOURCE: News.com.au, November 29, 2014, http://www.news.com.au/national/western-
australia/port-bouvard-beach-near-mandurah-closed-due-to-reported-shark-attack/story-fnii5thn-
1227139109273 

The teenager’s injuries.  
Photographed by his friend Jordyn 

Ihms. Source: Supplied 
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Boy bitten by shark at Port Bouvard 
 

A teenage surfer has described how he cycled home to his parents after he was attacked by a 
shark near Mandurah. 
 
Cameron Pearman was sitting on his board off Port Bouvard, south of Mandurah, around 6.15am 
on Saturday when the shark struck. He told Fairfax Media he saw the shark just before it 
attacked. "I saw the shark half a second before it bit my leg. It was fully grey all over. I didn't 
really fell anything at the time. It was a bit crazy for a moment but it started to hurt after the 
adrenalin wore off," he said. 
 
The 13-year-old paddled to shore on Pyramids Beach as quickly as he could. "When I got there I 
pulled up the leg of my wetties and there was blood and cuts and I realised that I was so lucky I 
didn't lose my foot or something," he said. 
 
The 13-year-old had been surfing with his cousin who is a trained surf lifesaver. He carried out 
first aid before Cameron climbed onto his bike and cycled home. "Dad didn't believe me for a bit 
but I showed him the cuts and then he believed me. Mum was a bit crazy," he said. "I had 
something to eat then went to hospital to get the cuts cleaned and patched up." 
 
The injuries were not serious but the shark that bit him had a mouth big enough to leave wounds 
on Cameron's right leg from the knee to the ankle. But the encounter hasn't put the teenager off 
surfing. "I'm hoping to get a surf in tomorrow," he said. By then shire rangers are likely to have 
reopened the beach. Shortly before the attack, SLSWA tweeted that a shark had been sighted in 
the water at Port Bouvard Bridge, south of Mandurah. 
 
SOURCE: The Sydney Morning Herald, November 29, 2014, http://www.smh.com.au/wa-
news/boy-bitten-by-shark-at-port-bouvard-20141129-11wmzz.html 

Cameron Pearman hopes to be back out in the water on Sunday. Photo: Facebook  
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Shark attack closes Port Bouvard Beach south of Mandurah 
 

A Western Australian beach south of Mandurah has been closed after a teenage boy was bitten 
by a two-metre shark. 
 
Cameron Pearman, 13, said he was surfing at Pyramids Beach, about 85 kilometres south of 
Perth at 6:00am when he was bitten on his lower leg. "I was just sitting out the back waiting for a 
wave, and something hit me from behind and knocked me off my board and hit my leg," he said. 
"I only saw its head for a split second, because I didn't really know what was going on, so I just 
saw it for a split second and then it swam off." 
 
He was just south of the Dawesville Cut, a popular surfing break. 
 
Cameron said the adrenaline rush meant he did not feel much pain, but after the shock wore off 
he started to feel it. 
 
He was helped ashore by his cousin Sam and life savers bandaged the puncture wounds. He 
then hopped on his bike and rode two kilometres home. His parents then insisted that he go to 
hospital. "I had some breaky as well before I headed to the hospital," Cameron said. "Put some 
Betadine on it, had some food, went to the hospital." Cameron's father drove him to Peel Health 
Campus where he presented at the emergency department. 
 
Cameron said he did not need stitches, but had precautionary X-rays to make sure no teeth had 
broken off in his leg. 
 
A surfer since he was three years old, Cameron said he was planning to be back in the water as 
soon as he could. "I'm planning to go for one [a surf] tomorrow morning," he said. "Probably not 
the same spot for a while, but somewhere else." But he said he would be a little warier of the 
water now. "I've never really thought about them because I've never encountered one, but I think 
a bit differently about them now." 
 
A Surf Life Saving WA (SLSWA) spokesman said it was a lucky escape as the bite was not too 
deep. The species of shark is not known. In a tweet, SLSWA said a medium-sized shark of 
unknown species was spotted at 7:45am near the Port Bouvard Bridge. 
 
In March this year, diver Michael McGregor disappeared while several kilometers off the 
Dawesville Cut.His body was recovered days later with evidence of shark bites. 
 
The beach will remain closed for 24 hours, SLSWA said. 
 
SOURCE: Nicolas Perpitch & Katrin Long, ABC News, November 29, 2014, 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-11-29/shark-attack-at-port-bouvard-beach-south-of-mandurah-
wa/5927832 
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