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ACTIVITY: Kayaking 
CASE: GSAF 2014.10.11 
DATE: Saturday October 11, 2014 
LOCATION: The incident took place 
off Castle Rock just north of 
Dunsborough, Western Australia.   
33°36'16.2"S, 115°06'09.7"E 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waning Gibbous, 
91% of the Moon was illuminated. New 
Moon, October 9, 2014. 
 
BOAT: A yellow and gray inflatable 
kayak 
OCCUPANTS: Andrej Kultan and 
Steve Hopkins. 
 
BACKGROUND 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 200 metres 

View from Castle Rock 
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Andrej and his mate show off the bite marks on their 
inflatable kayak in Dunsborough.  



TIME: Shortly after 17h20 
 
NARRATIVE: Mr Hopkins said he was holding a paddle when the shark nudged their 
kayak, during which he said the pair were knocked into the water with the animal. "It was 
pretty close, it was right next to me," he said. "I had a paddle in my hand, luckily." He said 
he "had a go" at hitting the shark with the paddle, before it sank out of view. "It had a swim 
around, bashed my shoulder, then it went off," he said.  
 
Mr Kultan said the pair plunged into the water after the animal, which he estimated to be 
about three metres long, went for their boat. "It was scary, yeah," he said. "It knocked us off 
the kayak. "It didn't hang around ... we saw it there moving around us for a couple of 
seconds then it went away." He said the pair clambered back aboard the sinking kayak and 
paddled back to shore. Department of Fisheries closed the beach. 
 
INJURY: No injury to occupants. The shark's teeth punctured two of the three air chambers 
of the kayak causing them to deflate.  
 
SPECIES: Not identified. According to the kayakers, the shark was about three metres in 
length. 
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