
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2014.10.02.a 
DATE: Thursday October 2, 2014 
LOCATION: The attack took place off Kelpids Beach, Wylie 
Bay near Esperance, 700 km from Perth in Western 
Australia. 
 
NAME: Sean Pollard 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 23-year-old male, an electrician  
from Bunbury and a member of the South Bunbury Football 
Club. He is an expert surfer. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At Kelpids Beach the sky was overcast.  At 
11h00, Esperance Airport recorded 6.2-mile visibility. The air 
temperature was 69.8°F, dew point 51.8°F, humidity 53%, 
sea level pressure 30.04 inches (falling) and wind direction 
was NE at 11.5 mph. 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, 54% of the Moon was illuminated. 
SEA CONDITIONS: There was a small swell and underwater visibility was minimal. 
ENVIRONMENT: There had been a few shark sightings in the Wylie Bay area in recent 
weeks, though that's not considered unusual for the area during the Australian spring. There 
are no lifeguards at Wylie Bay; it is a popular fishing and surfing spot, with beach breaks as 
well as a reef break 8 km out from Wylie Head. Kelpids Beach in Wylie Bay is about 15 km 
east of Esperance and is only accessible by 4-wheel-drive vehicles.  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 50 metres 
TIME: 11h00 

Sean Pollard 
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Wylie Bay Beach, east of Esperance where 
a young surfer was mauled by a shark.  

Picture: Surf Life Saving WA  



 
NARRATIVE: Sean Pollard was on a 
surfing holiday with his girlfriend, Claire 
Oakford, when he paddled out at the 
secluded Kelpies beach. “The shark 
came underneath me. I was trying to 
paddle calmly so I wasn't splashing 
around like I was panicking, but once it 
got directly behind me it charged 
through the water. I just felt this 
massive big bump.” The shark made 
three attempts to drag him beneath the 
surface, but Pollard successfully used 
his board as a shield to fend the fish 
off. After first taking a bite out of his 
board and then taking a second chunk 
out of his leg, the shark went for his 
arms.  
 

“I spun around to try and face it. It 
just moved so quick. That's when it 
come up out of the water, I didn't 
even see its teeth. It took me like 
across, and its eye was right there in 
front of me. Its eye was the blackest 
black I'd ever seen, and that's just a 
vision that's burnt into my mind. I 
can't get it out, just this cover going 
over its eye as it bit down on me.”  
 

“[The shark] started shaking its head. 
Both my arms were in its mouth and 
it just took me underwater. I 
remember having to hold my breath 
and just shook its head, like seven or 
eight times …it's just the hardest 
thing I've ever felt. It was so strong. It 
had ripped my forearm off and 
sucked the meat off my bone, like a 
chicken bone pretty much.” 
 

The shark only released its grip after it 
severed Pollard’s arm and hand. “And 
then next thing I popped up and there 
was just blood everywhere.” Pollard  saw his board out to sea so he began kicking his way 
back to the beach when he felt a bump as another shark hit him from behind. Just then he 
caught a wave. He was swept backwards and upside down towards shore and rescued by a 
group of strangers. After the attack, beaches in the area were immediately closed. 
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Kelpids Beach  



INJURY: Left arm severed below the elbow and his right hand severed above the wrist. He 
sustained serious lacerations to his legs from his knees to his feet. His surfboard had also 
been bitten by the shark. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Ross Tamlin was surfing about 400m away from Pollard and 
said they were the only ones that far out. When he heard Pollard scream, he quickly got out 
of the water. Then Tamlin and beachgoer Dean Gaebler drove their vehicles to a spot 
where they saw Pollard lying on his back in the water. Gaebler and Peter Rothnie, who had 
also been surfing, pulled Pollard out of the water. Peter’s wife, Kylie, an off-duty paramedic, 
stemmed the blood flow with makeshift tourniquets and towels while Tamlin phoned for 
help. The group was about 3 km along a four-wheel-drive road to the beach so they loaded 
Pollard onto a surfboard, put him the vehicle  and drove to the gravel road where he was 
transferred to an ambulance. The surfer was taken by ambulance to Esperance Hospital, 
then he was flown to Perth by a Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS)  plane at 14h30.  After 
95 stitches and 45 staples, multiple transfusions, surgeries and receiving a prosthetic arm, 
as result of the injuries to his legs rehabilitation was needed to learn to walk again. 
 
SPECIES: Initially, Pollard thought the attack involved 
two bronze whaler sharks, but the Fisheries 
Department concluded the attack involved white 
sharks. After the attack, the State Government 
received special Commonwealth approval to set two 
baited drum lines and within the hour a 3.46-metre 
[11'4″] white shark was caught. A 2.68-metre [8'8'’] 
white shark was caught at 15h00. Both sharks were 
killed and sent to Perth for examination. Their 
stomachs were empty. 
 
COMMENT: The attack on Sean Pollard was 
predation, and one of the few attacks involving more 
than one shark. 
 
SOURCES: Fox News, October 2, 2014 
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2014/10/02/surfer-
loses-arm-in-australia-shark-attack/ 
 

Perth Now, October 2, 2014 
http://www.perthnow.com.au/news/western-
australia/shark-attack-man-injured-at-esperance-
beach/story-fnhocxo3-
1227077781315?nk=c4f78c0c7ff46b22e39eb5483c473e00 
 

9News, October 4, 2014 
http://www.9news.com.au/national/2014/10/04/15/48/wa-expert-says-white-shark-attacked-
surfer 
 

The West Australian,  October 3, 2014, 
https://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/latest/a/25173651/two-sharks-killed-after-attack/ 
9News, October 4, 2014, http://www.9news.com.au/national/2014/10/04/15/48/wa-expert-
says-white-shark-attacked-surfer 
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One of the two white sharks caught 
using drum lines  

in Esperance after the attack on  
Sean Pollard.  



9 News, February 15, 2015 
http://www.9news.com.au/national/2015/02/15/20/13/wa-shark-attack-victim-sean-pollard-
tells-of-his-traumatic-experience#h7THIGp0clXih6sp.99 

Pollard shows the bite marks of the shark in his surfboard 
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