
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2014.07.09 
DATE: Wednesday July 9, 2014 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Atlantic 
Ocean near the jetty in New Smyrna Beach, Volusia 
County, Florida, USA. 
 
NAME: Tristan Durham 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 14-year-old male from Edgewater and has been surfing since he 
was three-years-old. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 13h47, New Smyrna Beach recorded scattered clouds and 10-mile visibility. 
The air temperature was 86°F, heat index 93.4°F, dew point 73.4°F, humidity 66%, sea 
level pressure 30.12 inches (falling), and wind direction was East at 10.4 mph. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous, 89% of the Moon was illuminated. First Quarter, July 5, 
2014. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea surface temperature was 85°F and the water was murky. 
DEPTH OF WATER: Four feet 
TIME: “Shortly after 14h00” 
 
NARRATIVE: Tristan was surfing with his friends and had been in the water for about an 
hour when the shark bit his right foot. "I started ripping my foot away from it, and it wouldn't 
let go, so I just had to rip it out of its mouth," Tristan said. "At first, when I got bit, it didn't 
hurt as bad. I was all adrenaline, so when I was paddling in, I didn't even feel it. I just looked 
at my foot, and I saw) it, and I felt really weird. I didn't want to look at it again. I was going to 
pass out". 
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Tristan Durham 



INJURY: The teen sustained minor lacerations to his right foot. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: The boy was treated at the scene. He was taken to Halifax 
Medical Center in a private vehicle for treatment. Two tendons repaired during surgery. 
Tristen said he can't wait to get out of his hospital bed and back on his surfboard. "I'll be out 
there when it heals," Tristan said. "I'm not going to stop surfing because of one shark."  
Doctors said Tristan should recover in about six weeks. 
 
SPECIES: Not identified. The boy did not see the shark. 
 
SOURCES: WESH.com, July 9, 2014 
http://www.wesh.com/news/shark-bites-14yearold-boy-in-new-smyrna-
beach/26867428#!bcgFxi 
 

WESH.com, July 10, 2014 
http://www.wesh.com/news/shark-bite-victim-im-not-going-to-stop-
surfing/26889578#!bcSD3w 
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