
ACTIVITY: Standing in the water 
CASE: GSAF 2014.06.09.b 
DATE: Monday June 9, 2014 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Atlantic Ocean at Cape 
Henlopen State Park, Sussex County, Delaware, USA. 
 
NAME: Andrew Vance 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 16-year-old male from Delmar, Delaware. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 16h54, Georgetown recorded overcast skies, and 10 mile visibility. The air 
temperature was 81°F, dew point 64.9°F, humidity 58%, sea level pressure 29.91 inches 
(falling) and wind direction was SSE at 16.1 mph. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous, 85% of the Moon was illuminated. First Quarter, June 5, 
2014. 
ENVIRONMENT: It is common to see sandbar sharks this time of year in the Delaware Bay; 
it is the season that females come into the bays and estuaries to give birth to their you. An 
additional factor may have drawn the sharks to the area according to shark biologist Scott 
Newlin: “There was a large sturgeon carcass that has been on this beach for the past 
couple of days so it probably brought in a lot sharks in the area to feed on it,” Newlin said. 
DEPTH OF WATER: Five feet 
TIME: 17h00 
 
NARRATIVE: The teen told Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental 
Control Parks Enforcement that he was standing in the water, splashing and skimming the 
surface with his hand when he felt something grab his left arm. Then he used his right arm 
to flail at what he described as a shark to get it to release its bite before it swam away. That 
same evening the DNREC announced that on Wednesday opening of main swimming 
beach at Cape Henlopen State Park would be delayed while lifeguards and DNREC marine 
biologists monitored the water.  
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INJURY: He sustained gashes to his left forearm, and abrasions from the shark’s rough hide 
to his right hand.. 
 
TREATMENT: He was transported to Beebe Medical Center where 23 stitches were need to 
repair the injury. 
 
SPECIES: Based on photographs of the injury, Dewayne A. Fox, a 
shark researcher and assistant fisheries professor at Delaware State 
University, believed the incident involved a juvenile sandbar shark 
three to four feet in length. “Based upon the bite, this shark was not 
interested in feeding. It looked like it was an instinct bite,” shark 
biologist Scott Newlin said.  
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