
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2014.05.11 
DATE: Sunday May 11, 2014 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Atlantic Ocean on the south end of Tybee 
Island, Chatham County, Georgia, USA. 
 
NAME: Ayden Meadows 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 12-year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The averages for the day at 
Hilton Head: air temperature 78°F, dew point 
71°F, humidity 84, sea level pressure 30.13 
inches, and wind direction was SSE at 3 
mph. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous, 89% of the 
Moon was illuminated. Full Moon, May 14, 
2014. 

 
NARRATIVE: Ayden was surfing with his 
mother, Raeshelle, when they spotted 
something grey in the water behind his 
surfboard. “I had already caught two waves 
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Ayden Meadows 



and I was getting ready to catch another one when we saw it,” said Ayden. “It was just like 
in the movies, it jumped up and hit my board then grabbed my leg.” Raeshelle picked her 
son up and rushed with him to the lifeguard’s stand. 
 
INJURY: The boy sustained seven puncture wounds to his right thigh. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: The boy’s wound was wrapped and he was transported to the 
lifeguard station, where Raeshelle was advised to take her son to the ER. 
 
She took Ayden Memorial University Medical Center where the doctor on call speculated it 
was a shark bite, but was unable to confirm because he had never seen a shark bite before. 
“You could see the outline of the jaw on his leg,” Ayden’s mother said. The boy’s injury 
required 11 stitches. 
 
SPECIES: Shark involvement not confirmed. 
 
SOURCE: Savannah Morning News, May 12, 2014 
http://savannahnow.com/news/2014-05-12/suspected-shark-bite-reported-tybee-island 
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