
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2014.03.18.b 
DATE: March 18, 2014 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Bass Strait off Winkipop Beach,  Victoria, 
Australia. 
 
NAME: Mark Byrne 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 42-year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea surface 
temperature was 66ºF, and wave height 
was three to four feet. 
ENVIRONMENT: Winki Pop, located next to Bells Beach near Torquay, has the best waves 
along Victoria’s Surf Coast with an extremely consistent wave. This right-hand reef break is 
famous the world over for its perfect, long, and fast walls. It is  an epic wave and, as good as 
Bells Beach is, Winki is better.  
TIME: Morning 
 
NARRATIVE: The shark clamped down on Mark Byrne’s surfboard. When the shark refused 
to budge, he leapt off his board, and waited for the shark to roll off the board before 
remounting the surfboard.  
 
But surfers who witnessed the incident quickly dispersed and paddled towards the shore.  
"I've never seen people paddle so fast away from me," said Byrne. "I looked around and I 
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jumped back on the board and everyone was going in the other direction."  
 
The incident did not put Byrne off, "I stayed in the water for another hour-and-a-half after 
the shark bumped me," he said. "I came back in the afternoon and had another surf."  
 
INJURY: No injury. 
 
SPECIES: The shark was five feet in length. The surfer believes the incident involved a 
“gummy shark”. 
 
SOURCE: 7News Melbourne with Kristy May, March 19, 2014 

© Global Shark Accident File,  2014. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident  File. 


