
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2013.12.16 
DATE: Monday December 16, 2013 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Indian 
Ocean at Die Platt, just west of De Kelders in 
Walker Bay, Western Cape Province, South Africa. 
 
NAME: Thomas Browne 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 19-year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 09h00, Hermanus on the other side 
of Walker Bay, recorded partly cloudy skies and 
visibility of 6.2 miles. The air temperature as 69.8ºF, dew point 53.6ºF, humidity 56%, sea 
level pressure 30.06 inches, and wind direction was SSE at 18.4 mph. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous, 99% of the Moon was illuminated. Full Moon, December 
17, 2013. 
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Thomas Browne 



TIME: 08h45 
 
NARRATIVE: Browne was surfing with friends when a shark approached. The surfer was 
sitting on his board waiting for a wave. According to Brian Kilbey who witnessed the 
incident, “What seems to have happened is that [the shark] first bumped him and then 
turned round to bite. The lower jaw [of the shark] got the board and the top jaw his thigh.”   
 
Kilbey contacted the Overstrand Municipality as well as Shark Spotters. The public were 
warned on social media sites and at the scene to be wary for a few hours. “ 
 
INJURY: There was an arc of large widely-spaced punctures on the on the surfer’s left 
thigh. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: A friend drove the injured surfer to a hospital in Hermanus, 
Hermanus Mediclinic. 
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a white shark approximately three metres in length, 
possibly longer. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Al Brenneka, Shark Attack Survivors 
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The widely-spaced toothmarks on the surfboard and in the surfer’s leg confirm that the 
incident involved a white shark. 


