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ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2013.12.05 
DATE: Thursday December 5, 2013 
LOCATION: The incident took place off 
Shelly Beach, Port Macquarie, New South 
Wales, Australia. 
 
NAME: Unknown 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 26-year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 18h01, Williamtown 
recorded scattered clouds and 6.2-mile 
visibility. The air temperature was 68ºF, 
dew point 33.8ºF, humidity 28%, sea level 
pressure 29.56 inches (falling) and wind 
direction was West at 26.5 mph. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Crescent, 6% of 
the Moon was illuminated. New Moon, 
December 3, 2013.  
ENVIRONMENT: The incident took place 
on the fairly isolated northern end of the 
beach. When the police went to the beach 
to find witnesses, nobody was in the 
water. 
TIME: 18h15 
 
NARRATIVE: Some 30 to 40 surfers 
were in the water when the surfer was 
bitten. He was in white water near the 
shore when he felt something hit his right hand. When he looked down he realized he had 
cuts to his hand and blood on his leg. 
 
INJURY: The surfer sustained tendon and arterial damage to his right hand and a laceration 
to his leg. The wounds were consistent with a shark bite. 
 
TREATMENT: The surfer went to Port Macquarie Hospital where he was admitted and his 
injuries surgically repaired the following afternoon. 
 
SPECIES: Shark scientist Dr Amy Smoothey, with local information supplied by other New 
South Wales Department of Primary Industries, determined the incident involved a  
wobbegong shark between 1.6 and 1.8 metres in length. 
 
SOURCES: Wauchope Gazette, December 6, 2013, 
http://www.wauchopegazette.com.au/story/1956310/update-shelly-beach-shark-attack-
confirmed/?cs=12 
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