
ACTIVITY: Kayak Fishing 
CASE: GSAF 2013.12.02 
DATE: Monday December 2, 2013 
LOCATION: The incident took place in 
the Pacific Ocean between Maui and 
Molokini Island, which lies less than 
three miles off the southwest coast of 
Maui, Hawaii, USA. 
 
NAME: Patrick A. Briney 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 57-year-old 
male from Stevenson, Washington, 
and an experienced fisherman. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 08h54, Kahului 
recorded scattered clouds and 10-mile 
visibility. The air temperature was 
78.1ºF, dew point 69.1ºF, humidity 
74%, sea level pressure 30.03 inches 
and the air was calm. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, December 
2, 2013.  
S E A C O N D I T I O N S :  H a w a i i 
experienced strong rains over the 
weekend and the sea was slightly 
murky with underwater visibility of 40 
feet.  
ENVIRONMENT: The man was fishing with artificial lures to attract baitfish to his vicinity. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: A half mile 
TIME: 09h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Patrick Briney began kayaking with a friend at about 06h45, leaving Makena 
Landing headed toward Big Beach. Briney was fishing with his foot dangling in the water 
when he was bitten. His screams caught the attention of his friend who was 500 yards 
away. The friend paddled to Briney, and when the found him bleeding severely, he tied a 
tourniquet around his leg. Then he then paddled and waved to a nearby dive boat, Ed 
Robinson's Diving Adventures, for assistance. 
 
“We were coming from Molokini to our second dive spot...and noticed there was a man 
waving his arms and paddling towards us,” said William Dunaway, one of the divers on the 
boat. “He was tethered to another kayak, and we assumed he was fishing but when we got 
closer we saw there was a body lying down across the (other) kayak.”  
 
Crew members from the tour boat helped load the injured man onto their boat. Dr. Viviane 
Alfandary a physician at John Muir Medical Group in Walnut Creek, California, was one of 
the divers on the boat. She said there was no blood on Briney or in the kayak. “There wasn't 
much left of his leg below his knee. His color was so pale, and his pupils were fixed and 
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dilated. We also knew he had been out there for quite a while already. It was too late. It was 
really sad.” 
 
When the dive boat docked at the Kihei boat ramp it was met by about a dozen police 
officers and DLNR officials. The man's body and his kayak were transported from the scene 
at about 11h30. 
 
County and state officials closed beaches from Makena Landing to the surf area known as 
“Dumps”. The waters off Makena State Recreational Area were also closed. Following a 
flyover by the Maui County Fire Department helicopter and on-water patrols by Maui County 
lifguards and DLNR DOCARE enforcement officers, the nearshore waters from Little Beach 
to Makena were opened Tuesday December 3, 2013. 
 
Beaches from Ahihi Bay to Makena Landing were closed again at noon on December 4, 
2013, by DLNR DOCARE upon receiving reports from spearfishmen of an “aggressive” 8- to 
10-foot Galapagos shark in the nearshore waters of Makena. The spearfisherman tried to 
fend the shark off with their spears but the shark kept coming, so they let it take their catch 
of speared fish and headed back to shore at Little Beach.   
 
INJURY: Fatal. The man’s right foot had been severed and his calf severely lacerated. 
“There wasn't much left of his leg below his knee,” said Dr. Alfandary. There were additional 
wounds to his hands, most likely defense wounds incurred as he attempted to push the 
shark from his leg. 
 
SOURCES: Chris Sugidono, The Maui News, December 2, 2013, 
http://www.mauinews.com/page/content.detail/id/579576/Updated-9-p-m---Shark-attack-
victim-ID-d--beaches-closed.html?nav=5161 
 

Hawaii News Now, December 3, 2013, updated December 4, 2013, 
 http://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/story/24129004/family-friends-remember-shark-attack-
victim-from-washington 
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Aerial view of Makena, Molokini Island and Kahoolawe 
from Wikipedia 
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