
ACTIVITY: Free diving for crayfish 
CASE: GSAF 2013.10.26.a 
DATE: Saturday October 26, 2013 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Indian Ocean 
near  Little Island off Hillarys Boat Harbour, Western 
Australia. 
 
NAME: Todd Robinson 
DESCRIPTION: He is a male from Padbury. 
SUPPORT BOAT: The boat is two metres in width and 
four metres in length. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waning Gibbous, 58% of the Moon was 
illuminated. Last Quarter, October 27, 2013. 
ENVIRONMENT: Earlier on Saturday a series of tagged 
white shark detections were recorded along the Perth 
coast. A tagged white shark was detected at Swanbourne 
at 03h45. One was detected at the Floreat receiver just 
after 06h00, with Floreat beach immediately closed and 
swimmers at City Beach advised of the sighting. The 
Scarborough receiver then detected the shark at 07h30, 
with the City of Stirling closing Scarborough Beach 
immediately. The shark stayed offshore for 90 minutes, 
however all beaches were reopened by 10h30. A 
Department of Fisheries spokesman said shark monitors 
in the area where the incident took place did not detect a 
shark, so the likelihood it was the same shark was distant. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: Two kilometres 
TIME: 10h55 
 
NARRATIVE: Robinson was spearfishing or diving for 
crayfish. He reported seeing a "large dark shape" as a 
friend pulled him from the water. He later discovered bite 
marks on his swim fins. On their way back to shore the 
two men flagged down a volunteer rescue team, who 
raised the alarm with Water Police about 11h00.  
 
Later the same day, a diver in the South-West reported 
being circled by a shark at Meelup Beach, near 
Dunsborough. He reported the incident to Water Police 
just after 15h30. Fisheries South-West manager Kevin Donohue said the man was 
spearfishing when he was approached by a white shark estimated to be between 3.5m and 
4m long. "It circled him and approached him directly so he poked it with his speargun," Mr 
Donohue said. "The shark moved to the fish on his float line so he dropped the line and the 
shark swam off with the fish." 
 

Todd Robinson 

Fisheries spokeswoman Lisa 
Clack said the fins had marks 

consistent with a shark bite, but 
they could not rule out an attack 

from a seal or sea lion. 
"There are some marks on the fins 

that are consistent with a shark 
bite, but other marks you would 
expect to see are missing," she 

said. 
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INJURY: Robinson was not injured by the shark. 
 
SPECIES: The incident was believed to involve a white shark, four metres in length. The 
Westpac Helicopter was sent to Little Island, Surf Life Saving WA tweeted. It was unable to 
find the shark and returned to base. "Beach-goers advised to take additional caution in the 
Hillarys area," SLSWA tweeted. 
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