
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 2013.09.14 
DATE: Saturday September 14, 
2013 
LOCATION: The incident took place 
in the Gulf of Mexico near Casino 
Beach, Pensacola, Escambia 
County, Florida, USA. 
 
NAME: Trevor Kalck  
DESCRIPTION: He is a 21-year-old 
Navy airman from Tampa. He is 6'2" 
tall, and he was wearing black and 
gray shorts. He is an Aviation 
Rescue Swimmer student at NAS. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 15h53, Pensacola 
recorded clear skies and 10-mile 
visibility. The air temperature was 
87.1ºF, dew point 64.9ºF, humidity 
48%, sea level pressure 29.92 inches and wind direction was 
NNE at 9.2 mph. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous, 72% of the Moon was 
illuminated. First Quarter, September 12, 2013. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was very clear. 
ENVIRONMENT: He was swimming among a group of 
dolphins. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 100 yards offshore, and 300 yards 
east of the Pensacola Beach Gulf Pier. 
DEPTH OF WATER: Eight to 10 feet 
TIME:15h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Trevor Kalck and two other rescue swimmer 
students arrived at the beach around 15h00 and swam out to 
the trough (between first and second sandbars). One of group 
reported seeing a shark fin, so they assumed vertical positions 
in the water. They were sculling back towards the beach when 
Kalck felt something strike his right foot/ankle and within 
seconds felt another strike to his left foot.  His friends helped 
him get back to the beach. 
 
INJURY: Lacerations to his right foot. 
 
FIRST AID / TREAMENT: He was treated on scene, and although the injury was not 
considered life-threatening, he was transported to Gulf Breeze Hospital where his injury was 
repaired. 
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Officials investigate possible shark bite 
 
A possible shark bite at Casino Beach on Saturday is being looked into by Bob West, Pensacola 
Beach water safety supervisor. But without the victim’s name and under healthcare laws, West said 
it’s difficult to follow up and find out exactly what happened. 
 
What is known is that a young man, possibly in 20s, was swimming in about 12 feet of water in the 
trough between the two sand bars around 3:45 p.m. on Saturday, West said. 
 
The man was east of the Pensacola Beach Gulf Fishing Pier out in front of The Dock beach bar.  
 
“My understanding is he was back-stroking…splashing a lot…and something gray came up and 
struck his foot,” West said. “It’s purely speculation of what it was.”  
 
The victim’s foot was bandaged on the beach, and emergency responders sent him to the 
emergency room with non-life threatening injuries.  
 
Without a photo of the injuries or an eye-witness who saw what bit the victim, West can only 
speculate. “I’d like to have a photo of the bite to send to (national shark expert) Erich Ritter to 
examine,” West said.  
 
Hammerhead and bull sharks are known to swim in the area where the victim was swimming, 
especially when the water is as calm and clear as it was on Saturday.  
 
And small spinners, black tips and oceanic white tip sharks are known to hang out at the end of the 
fishing pier looking for a easy meal. But they’re not known to venture into the area between the two 
sand bars, West said. “It could have been a shark bite. That is no surprise to me, but not a shark 
attack,” he said. “Shark attacks are multiple bites. It’s not unusual for a shark, which has poor vision, 
to mistaken a foot or hand for prey and bump or take an exploratory bite and leave, West said. 
Although it is unusual for such things to happen here.  
 
On Saturday, a pod of dolphins and king mackerels were both seen in the vicinity of the swimmer, 
he said. Barracuda are known to frequent that area, even though there’s never been a reported 
barracuda bite, locally, he said. West has heard of reports from other parts of Florida where bull or 
adult dolphins will bite swimmers if they’re protecting babies. “The real take home here is that 
sharks are not a threat here,” he said. “Rip currents, lightning are the real threats. “People are out 
here all the time when its lightning.”  
 
SOURCE: Kimberly Blair, at twitter.com/kblairPNJ or https://www.facebook.com/kimberlyblairpnj 
PNJ.com, http://www.pnj.com/article/20130916/NEWS09/130916011?odyssey=mod|mostcom 

SPECIES: Bull shark 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Erich Ritter, Ph.D., 
GSAF 
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