
ACTIVITY: Swimming / Treading Water 
CASE: GSAF 2013.08.31 
DATE: Saturday August 31, 2013  
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Pacific Ocean off Butterfly Beach in Montecito, 
Santa Barbara County, California, USA. 
 
NAME: Nick Kennedy  
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 22h53, Santa Barbara recorded clear skies and 10-mile visibility. The air 
temperature was 71.1ºF, dew point 61ºF, humidity 70%, sea level pressure 29.93 inches 
and there was no wind. 
MOON PHASE: Waning Crescent, 20% of the Moon was illuminated. Last Quarter, August 
28, 2013. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea surface temperature was in the mid-60s. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 15 to 20 yards 
ENVIRONMENT: There were no marine mammals observed in the area. There was an 
abundance of bio-luminescent plankton noticed in the small waves as the broke on shore.  
DEPTH OF WATER: Eight to 10 feet 
TIME: 23h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Nick Kennedy was swimming with two friends: Marshall Pingle and Tim Lane. 
“While treading water I felt something firmly grasping my left foot,” said Kennedy. “I 
instinctively kicked my foot and it let go. I decided to swim closer to the shore as it began to 
hurt. I began feeling a very intense pain and throbbing, like it was pulsating. It was painful, 
but not intolerable. After a while I exited the water and limped back to my car with my two 
friends.“ 
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INJURY: The wound to the foot exhibits both an upper and lower jaw dental pattern. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: “I rinsed the wound with fresh water. I applied bandages and 
put my sock back on my foot. My physician prescribed antibiotics and I received a tetanus 
shot.”   
 
SPECIES: Based on tooth ‘interspace measurements' the causal species appears to be a 
Salmon Shark, Lamna ditropis, which came ashore at 17h00 the following day, September 
1, 2013, less than one nautical mile from Kennedy's location the previous night. For a 
description of salmon sharks, see: http://www.sharks.org/species/salmon-shark 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier 
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