
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 2013.07.14 
DATE: Sunday July 14, 2013 
LOCATION: The attack took place in the Indian Ocean at Diego 
Garcia Island, a British territory. 
 
NAME: Fernando Licay 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 33-year-old male from Barangay 
Patag, Cagayan de Oro, Philippines, who was living in Santa 
Clara, California, USA. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: In July, average air temperatures range from 82º to 
86ºF, with 14 days of rain. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Crescent, 31% of the Moon was illuminated. First Quarter, July 16, 
2013. 
SEA CONDITONS: Diego Garcia lies within the influence of the South Equatorial current 
throughout the year. Sea surface temperatures are in the range of 80-84ºF/26-28ºC year-
round.  
ENVIRONMENT: About 80 km (50 mi) east of the atoll lies the 650 km (400-mile) long 
Chagos Trench, an underwater canyon plunging more than 4,900 m (16,000 ft).  
 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 25 feet 
 
NARRATIVE: Licay was at a designated swimming area one mile from the downtown area 
of the base with a group of friends when he decided to go for a swim by himself. His 
companions said he was attacked by a shark moments after he went into the water. They 
saw Licay fighting for his life, entered the water and tried to extricate him from the shark’s 
mouth, but the fish held onto the man. 
 
INJURY: Fatal. Licay’s right leg was bitten and he died moments after he was released by 
the shark due to excessive blood loss. He was rushed to the island’s medical facility, where 
he used to work, but the doctors were unable to revive him. 
 
SPECIES: Not identified. The shark was said to be six to 10 feet in length.  
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Diego Garcia is a tropical, footprint-shaped coral atoll located south of the equator in the central 
Indian Ocean. It lies approximately 1,970 nautical miles (3,650 km) east of the coast of Africa, 967 
nautical miles (1,790 km) south-southwest of the southern tip of India, and 2,550 nautical miles 
(4,720 km) west-northwest of the west coast of Australia. It is part of the Chagos Archipelago at the 
southernmost tip of the Chagos-Laccadive Ridge — a vast submarine range in the Indian Ocean, 
topped by a long chain of coral reefs, atolls and islands comprising the Lakshadweep Islands, the 
Maldives, and the Chagos Archipelago. The United States Navy  Naval Support Facility (NSF) Diego 
Garcia, a large naval ship and submarine support base, military air base, communications and 
space-tracking facility, and an anchorage for pre-positioned military supplies for regional operations 
aboard Military Sealift Command ships in the lagoon. Between 1968 and 1973, the Chagossians, 
then numbering about 2,000 people, were expelled by the British government to Mauritius and 
Seychelles to allow the United States to establish a military base on the island. As of 2013, the exiled 
Chagossians are still trying to return, claiming that the forced expulsion and dispossession was 
illegal.  
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