
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2013.04.13.b 
DATE: Saturday April 13, 2013 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Atlantic Ocean 
near the South Jetty at New Smyrna Beach, Volusia County, 
Florida, USA. 
 
NAME: Joshua White 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 21-year-old male from Debary. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 13h47, New Smyrna Beach recorded clear 
skies and visibility of 10 miles. The air temperature was  73.4°F, dew point 55.4°F, humidity 
53%, sea level pressure was30.00 inches and wind direction was NNE at 13.8 mph. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Crescent, 10% of the Moon was illuminated.  New Moon, April 10, 
2013. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The surf water temperature taken by lifeguards was in the mid to 
upper 60's. 
ENVIRONMENT: According to Volusia County Beach Patrol spokesman Captain Jack 
Driskel, the water was murky and there were bait fish in the inlet. "We had an outflow tide at 
the river, which brings in some murkier warmer waters, that also harbors a lot more bait 
fish. With that combination with some nice waves and several hundred surfers in the water, 
we're bound to have some interaction with the humans and sharks," Driskell said. Several 
surfers near the inlet said they saw plenty of sharks swimming near them. 
TIME: 13h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Joshua White said he was paddling out to surf when a shark latched onto his 
hand.  "(The shark) shook his head left and to the right about two to three times. . .It felt 
kind of like a big dog was biting me," said White. "Then (the shark) tried to re-grip (my 
hand). Once he tried to re-grip I was able to pull my hand out of his mouth." White then 
paddled back to shore using his one good hand.  
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT:  Two strangers on the beach assisted the surfer. One of the 
men flagged down beach patrol. White was taken to the hospital. He needed 29 stitches.  
 
INJURY: The surfer sustained minor lacerations to four fingers of his right hand. Doctors 
said the surfer sustained some tendon damage.  
 
SPECIES: According to the surfer, the incident involved a bull shark. 
 
NOTE: The surfer’s father, Ronald  White, was alao surfing at  New Smyrna Beach on April 
22, 2011 when he has nipped by a shark (GSAF 2011.04.22). 
 
SOURCES: News13, April 14, 2013, 
http://www.cfnews13.com/content/news/cfnews13/news/article.html/content/news/articles/
cfn/2013/4/14/new_smyrna_beach_has.html 
WDBO.com, April 19, 2013, www.wdbo.com/news/news/local/father-and-son-share-
shark-bite-experience-nsb/nXQKX/ 
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