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CASE: GSAF 2013.04.13.a 
DATE: Saturday April 13, 2013 
LOCATION: The attack took place in 
the Philippine Sea off Guam. 
 
NAME: Nae Deok Kim  
DESCRIPTION: He was a 40-year-old 
male from Korea who was staying at 
the Pacific Islands Club in Tamuning, 
Guam.  
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: During the afternoon of 
the 13th, Agana recorded clear to 
partly cloudy skies, and there was a 
light rain around 16h00. The air 
temperature ranged from 87.1ºF to 
90ºF. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Crescent, 7% 
of the Moon was illuminated. New 
Moon, April 10, 2013. 
TIME: Thought to have occurred during 
the afternoon but it was not known 
where or when the man entered the 
water nor is it known where the shark 
attack occurred. 
 
NARRATIVE: No details 
 
INJURY: Fatal. Two fishermen found 
the body Sunday morning off Dead 
Man’s Corner off Asan Beach about 
07h30. The remains were floating in 
the water about 20 feet off -
shore. According to Medical Examiner 
Dr. Aurileo Espinola the man's upper 
left arm and both legs were missing. 
Part of his intestines were also missing. Because there was evidence of bleeding, Dr. 
Espinola concluded that the man was alive when he was attacked by a shark. Dr. Espinola 
said that the man "was bitten by a shark and then drowned." 
 
SPECIES: Fisheries biologist Brent Tibbatts said he suspected the man had been attacked 
by either a tiger shark or a gray reef shark, a species which is responsible for almost all 
altercations with sharks in the area.  
 
SOURCES: Pacific News Center, April 15, 2013; Guampdn.com, April 19, 2013 
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 Medical Examiner Says Shark Attacked Korean Tourist  

Who Then Died From Drowning 
 

Guam - Medical Examiner Dr. Aurileo Espinola says that a 
shark attacked a Korean tourist whose remains were found 
Sunday morning off Asan Beach. 
 
Dr. Espinola says that the man "was bitten by a shark and 
then drowned." 
 
He said the man's upper left arm and both legs were miss-
ing. Part of his intestines were also missing. Because there 
was evidence of bleeding, Dr. Espinola concludes that the 
man was alive when he was attacked by a shark. 
 
However he also concluded that the cause of death was 
drowning. 
 
Guam Police Spokesman A.J. Balajadia confirms that the 
man has been identified as 40 year old Nae Deok Kim of 
Korea and he is the person reported missing by the PIC. 
Kim was last seen Saturday morning. The PIC distributed 
leaflets with the man's picture to fellow tourists on the 
beach in Tumon. 
 
The Pacific Island's Club Executive Director Ben Ferguson 
told PNC News  "We are aware of the body found Sunday morning ... GPD has contacted us."  
 
Two fishermen found the body Sunday morning off Asan Beach about 7:30am. The remains were 
floating in the water about 20 feet off-shore.  
 
Dr. Espinola said he believes the man died sometime Saturday afternoon. He also said he could 
not perform a toxicology report because of the absence of urine in the remains.  
 
It is not known where or when the man entered the water nor is it known where the shark attack 
occurred. 
 
SOURCE: Pacific News Center, April 15, 2013, 
http://www.pacificnewscenter.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=33298:video-
medical-examiner-says-shark-attacked-korean-tourist-who-then-died-from-
drowning&catid=45:guam-news&Itemid=156 
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