
ACTIVITY: Kite boarding 
CASE: GSAF 2013.04.10 
DATE: Wednesday April 10, 2013 
LOCATION:  The incident took place in the North Pass 
Fakarava, Tuamotu Islands, French Polynesia.  
16º3'5"S, 135º39'31"W  
 
NAME: Nick Eitel 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 53-year-old male from Seattle,  
Washington. He is 5'8" tall and weighs 145 lbs. He was wearing 
a shorty wetsuit, black with white trim, a wedding band on his 
right hand, and had a kite sailing harness around his  hips. He 
had no injuries prior to the accident. 
BOARD: He was using a kite board manufactured by Slingshot, 
The board’s upper surface was black and yellow, and the 
underside was yellow. The board had four small  black fins. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was partly cloudy and the air temperature 
was 85ºF. Wind direction was northeast at 15 mph. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Crescent, 0% of the Moon was 
illuminated. New Moon, April 9, 2013. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was blue and clear, estimated 
underwater visibility was 30 feet. Sea surface temperature was 
estimated to be 82ºF. There were swells and the current ran 
from inside the lagoon out to the sea. There is a 40 to 140-feet 
deep channel running north to south and the incident took place 
in the center east of the channel. The channel is favored by 
scuba divers and habitat for whitetip reef sharks, grey reef 
sharks and other species.. 
ENVIRONMENT: Fakarava Atoll is roughly rectangular and its 
length is 60 km and its width 21 km. The atoll has a wide and 
deep lagoon with a surface of 1,112 km² and two passes. The 
main pass to enter the lagoon, located in its north-western end, 
is known as Passe Garuae,  the southern pass is called Tumakohua (also known as 
Tetamanu).  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 150 feet 
DEPTH OF WATER: Approximately 80 feet 
TIME: 12h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Nick Eitel was alone on the water and had been kite sailing for about an hour. 
“The wind was dying and I was about finished so I put the kite over my head and sat in the 
water. . .  I had just barely touched the water with my body when I was bitten,” he said. He 
was facing seawards when the shark came from behind and made a single strike, and 
disappeared. The shark did not push him through the water, shake him or attempt to 
submerge with him. 
 
INJURY: The bite was immediately painful. The rear section and fins of his board were 
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Damage to Nick’s board 

Punctures to Nick’s wetsuit 



NASA Astronaut Image of Fakarava Atoll, Tuamotu Archipelago, French Polynesia  
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damaged by the shark. His harness and wetsuit sustained punctures, and he sustained 
puncture wounds in his left hip, thigh and buttock, but considered it a minor injury.  
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: First aid was rendered by a boat captain. Further treatment was 
not required. 
 
SPECIES: Nick never really saw the shark, and no positive species identification was made. 
However, Nick thinks the incident may have involved a blacktip reef shark. 
 
REPORTED BY: Al Brenneka, Shark Attack Survivors 
 
SOURCE: Nick Eitel 
  


