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ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2013.01.16 
DATE: Wednesday January 16, 2013 
LOCATION: The attack took place in the Pacific Ocean at Kiholo Bay, Hawaii, USA. 
 
NAME: Paul Santos 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 43-year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 16h53, Kahole Point recorded clear skies and 10-mile visibility. The air 
temperature was in the upper 70s, sea level pressure was 29.85 inches and wind direction 
was North at 11.5 mph. By 17h53, the sea level pressure was 29.86 inches and wind 
direction was NNW at 10.4 mph 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Crescent, 30% of the Moon was illuminated. First Quarter, January 
18, 2013. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was turbid. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 200 yards off the north side of the bay. 
DEPTH OF WATER: 10 feet (estimated) 
TIME: 16h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Paul Sandos was surfing with a friend, Steve Macres, when he was bitten by 
a shark. He punched the shark repeatedly until it let him go. Santos swam to shore unaided. 
 
INJURY: His right forearm was severely lacerated and bitten to the bone, and there was a 
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superficial laceration to his right knee. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: First aid was administered by bystanders on the beach. A 
worker at a private home on the north side of the bay called 911, after hearing someone 
shout "911." "We came to his aid, we brought towels. Laid him out on a bench in front of the 
Bali house and basically wrapped him up, tourniqueted the arm with a surf leash so that he 
would not bleed out. Because obviously his hand was not attached, it was attached by 
about one tendon that's about it. and so we basically came to his aid, kept him stable, 
stopped the bleeding and waited for the paramedics," said Adam Atwood. Hawaii County 
Fire Department transported the man by ambulance to North Hawaii Community Hospital. 
Wednesday night he was flown to Kaiser Medical Center at Moanalua. Surgeons were able 
to repair/reattach his right hand, and Santos reported he was already able to move his pinky 
finger.  
 
SPECIES: The attack involved a tiger shark, 12 to 15 feet in length. 
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