
ACTIVITY: Scuba diving 
CASE: GSAF 2012.12.00 
DATE: December 2012 
LOCATION: Sunday Cove, Fiordland, South Island, New Zealand. 
 
NAME: Jenny Oliver 
DESCRIPTION: She is a 25-year-old female, a marine biology student 
completing a masters degree in at Victoria University. She was 
wearing a black hood with an orange stripe down the center, yellow 
and black drysuit, black fins and scuba equipment.  
 
BACKGROUND 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was cold and murky. 
ENVIRONMENT: The team was removing a highly-invasive opportunistic 
seaweed, Undaria pinnatifida, a native to Japan where it is cultivated for 
human consumption. It spreads mainly by fouling on boat hulls and forms 
dense stands underwater, potentially resulting in competition for light and 
space which may lead to the exclusion or displacement of native plant 
and animal species.   
 
NARRATIVE: Jenny Oliver was part of the dive team removing the pest weed. She was 
diving with Kina Scollay (GSAF 1995.11.29), one of New Zealand's most experienced shark 
researchers. The shark made several passes at Oliver, then bit her thick hood. “I was lucky 
I was diving in cold water because it meant I had thick dive gear on,” said Oliver. “That 
provided protection when the shark got a grip on the back of my head. It would be a 
different story for someone with minimum protection on their body. I felt it bear down on the 
top of my oxygen tank and I realised it must be trying to bite my gear. It circled me after 
that, and I pulled my hands in close thinking it might try and get my wrist in its mouth. Then 
it went back and bit [my breathing apparatus] again and then the back of my head before 
my dive buddy punched it.” 
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INJURY: No injury 
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a 
three-metre sevengill shark. Scollay 
said sevengill sharks usually have little 
human contact in remote areas like 
Fiordland. The team found the more 
they dived with the sharks, the more 
aggressive the sharks became. So 
much so, he said, “it seemed as if they 
were learning to hunt us. The freaky 
thing about being in the water with 
these guys is how stealthy they are,” he said. “You don't know where they're going to come 
from next. Imagine being on the bottom of the ocean at night. It's pitch black. You're 
completely cut off from the rest of the world and there is a pack of sharks stalking you.” 
 
NOTE: A Discovery Channel documentary, Sharks of the Shadowland, featuring Oliver and 
Scollay and their encounters with sevengill sharks is scheduled to be broadcast on New 
Zealand television in December 2015. 
 
SOURCES: Stuff.co.nz, Friday January 18, 2013,  
http://www.stuff.co.nz/the-press/news/8197587/Shark-grabs-diver-by-the-head 
 

New Zealand Herald, November 1, 2015, 
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=115382
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